
International Migration 2006: First Release

Background
On 15 November 2007 ONS published a news release on the 2006 international migration data at

national, country and GOR levels.A more detailed report will follow in March 2008 as part of the ONS

International Migration MN series.

The News Release and all tables can be downloaded here:

• http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/emig1107.pdf

• http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=15053

Migrants are defined as those persons moving into or out of the UK with the intention of staying for a

year or more.

Results
In 2006 there was a record number of people leaving the UK to live overseas - 400,000.An estimated

591,000 people arrived to live in the UK leaving net migration to the UK of 191,000.

For the South East there was a net inflow of 28,000.This is the highest annual net inflow to the region

since 1991, when data started to be recorded in the current way.This net inflow may be compared with

the average of 16,000 in the previous five years.

Table 1: 2006 Migration by Country and GOR 
(thousands)
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Inflow Outflow Balance
United Kingdom 591 400 191

Great Britain 583 397 186

England and Wales 545 371 174

England 530 361 169

Wales 15 10 5

Scotland 38 26 12

North East 15 14 1

North West 43 36 7

Yorkshire & Humber 49 29 20

East Midlands 37 21 16

West Midlands 33 29 4

East 60 36 23

London 170 117 53

South East 81 53 28
South West 43 26 17

A full table for all countries and 1991-2006 is given in Appendix Table 1

with complete footnotes.

2006 saw the highest inflow of persons to the

South East since 1991 – 81,000.The outflow

from the region fell to the lowest level –

53,000 – since 2001.

In 2006 14% of the inflow to the UK and 13%

of the outflow from the UK were attributable

to the South East and the region received 15%

of the UK net flow.The averages for the

previous five years were 13% of the inflow, 16%

of the outflow and 8% of the net flow.



Figure 1: South East: International migration flows 1991-2006

Citizenship
There was a further increase in the number of A8 migrants arriving in the UK in 2006 compared with

2005 (92,000 compared with 76,000). In 2006 A8 migrants were 16% of the inflow compared with 13% in

2005.

Table 2: Flows to and from the UK by Citizenship 2004-2006 (thousands)
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All Old New

Inflow

2004 586 88 498 75 53 128 215 73 141 155

2005 563 96 466 70 76 149 180 62 117 137

2006 591 81 510 71 92 167 201 62 139 142

Outflow

2004 342 195 147 38 3 42 53 33 19 52

2005 359 185 174 39 15 54 60 37 23 59

2006 400 207 194 44 22 66 67 42 24 61

Balance

2004 +244 -107 +351 +37 +49 +85 +162 +40 +122 +104

2005 +204 -89 +293 +31 +61 +95 +120 +25 +94 +78

2006 +191 -126 +316 +27 +71 +100 +134 +20 +115 +81

Other 

foreign

European 

Union 15

European 

Union A8

European 

Union 25

CommonwealthYear All citizenships British Non-British

This report has been commissioned by the South East England Regional Assembly from the Greater London Authority.

For more information please contact John Hollis, Data Management and Analysis Group,

Greater London Authority, City Hall (PP 24a),The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA

Tel: 020 7983 4604 e-mail: John.Hollis@london.gov.uk

Data produced in this report have been reproduced with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office

and are © Crown Copyright

A full table for 1991-2006 is given in Appendix Table 2 with complete footnotes



Appendix Table 1: Migration by Country and GOR 1991-2006 (thousands)



Appendix Table 2: Flows to and from the UK by Citizenship 1991-2006 (thousands)


