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Table 1:  Summary of Potential Adverse Effects on European Sites due to the South East Plan1 
 
Special Areas of Conservation 
Site Risk of effects from 

water abstraction 
Risk of effects from WWTW 

and landfill discharges 
Risk of effects from 
increased recreational 
pressure 

Risk of effects from 
region-wide air pollution 

Risk of effects from local 
traffic-generated air pollution 

Risk of effects from 
urbanisation 

Others (Details) 

Ashdown Forest    X X X   
Aston Rowant     X    
Blean Complex     X    
Burnham Beeches    X X X X  
Butser Hill    X X X   
Castle Hill     X    
Chilterns Beechwoods     X    
Cothill Fen  X X  X    
Dorset Heaths  X X X X X  X (Expansion of existing quarries within the 

SAC) 
Dover to Kingdown 
Cliffs  

  X X    

Duncton to Bignor 
Escarpment 

   X X   

Dungeness  X X  X    
East Hampshire 
Hangers  

  X X    

Ebernoe Common   X X X  X (Severance of bat flightlines by 
development) 

Essex Estuaries  C C     
Folkestone to 
Etchinghill Escarpment 

  X X    

Hackpen Hill    X    
Hartslock Wood    X    
Hastings Cliffs   X X    
Isle of Wight Downs   X X    
Kennet and Lambourn 
Floodplain 

X X      

Kennet Valley 
Alderwoods 

X       

Kingley Vale   X X    
Lewes Downs   X X    
Lydden and Temple 
Ewell Downs 

   X X  X (Possible landtake due to expansion of rail 
corridor) 

Mole Gap to Reigate 
Escarpment 

  X X X X X (Severance of bat flightlines by development 
and loss of foraging areas) 

North Downs 
Woodlands 

  X X  X  

Ouse Washes  C      
Oxford Meadows X X  X X  X (Expansion of adjacent quarry affecting SAC 

water table) 
Parkgate Down    X    
Queendown Warren   X X    
River Avon X X      
River Itchen X X X    X (Possible off-site effects on the migrating 

salmon for which the SAC was designated) 
River Lambourn X X      
Rook Clift    X    
Sandwich Bay    X    
Shortheath Common X  X X    
Solent and Isle of Wight 
Lagoons 

X X X    X (Coastal squeeze) 

Solent Maritime X X X X X  X (increased incidental shipping pollution and 
coastal squeeze) 

                                                 
1 Those sites that were screened out of the assessment are not included in this table. C = there is a risk of adverse effects, but only when the South East Plan is considered in combination with other plans or projects. Note that where reference is made to the Environment Agency 
document Creating a Better Place: Planning for Water Quality and Growth in the South East, it is the June 2006 version that is used, as this was the latest version available at the time this assessment was made. 
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Site Risk of effects from 
water abstraction 

Risk of effects from WWTW 
and landfill discharges 

Risk of effects from 
increased recreational 
pressure 

Risk of effects from 
region-wide air pollution 

Risk of effects from local 
traffic-generated air pollution 

Risk of effects from 
urbanisation 

Others (Details) 

South Wight Maritime   X     
Stodmarsh X X      
Thanet Coast    X     
The Mens    X X  X (Severance of bat flightlines by 

development) 
The New Forest  X X X X   
The Wash  C      
Thursley, Ash, Pirbright 
and Chobham 

X  X X X X  

Windsor Forest and 
Great Park 

   X    

Woolmer Forest X  X X X   
Wye and Crundale 
Downs 

  X X    

 
Special Protection Areas 
Site Risk of effects from 

water abstraction 
Risk of effects from 
WWTW and landfill 

discharges 

Risk of effects from 
increased recreational 
pressure 

Risk of effects from 
region-wide air 
pollution 

Risk of effects from 
local traffic-generated 
air pollution 

Risk of effects from 
urbanisation 

Others (Details) 

Arun Valley X X X     
Ashdown Forest    X X X   
Avon Valley X X      
Benfleet & Southend 
Marshes 

 C C     

Blackwater Estuary  C C     
Chichester and 
Langstone Harbours  

X X X X X  X (Loss of important habitat outside the SPA and coastal squeeze) 

Crouch & Roach 
Estuaries 

 C C     

Dengie  C C     
Dorset Heathlands  X X X X X  X (Expansion of existing quarries within the SAC) 
Dungeness to Pett 
Level  

X X  X X   

Foulness  C C     
Medway Estuary and 
Marshes  

  X X   X (Loss of important habitat outside the SPA, coastal squeeze, 
increased pollution risk and disturbance from shipping movements) 

New Forest  X X X X   
Pagham Harbour X X X X    
Portsmouth Harbour X X X X   X (Loss of important habitat outside the SPA and coastal squeeze) 
Salisbury Plain   X     
Solent and 
Southampton Water 

X X X X X  X (Loss of important habitat outside the SPA, coastal squeeze, 
increased airline flights over the SPA, increased pollution risk and 

disturbance from shipping movements, increased aggregate extraction 
from the Itchen Estuary) 

South West London 
Waterbodies 

X  X     

Stodmarsh X   X    
Thames Basin 
Heaths 

X  X X X X X (minerals extraction) 

Thames Estuary and 
Marshes 

 X X X   X (coastal squeeze and loss of important habitat outside the SPA) 

Thanet Coast and 
Sandwich Bay  

 X X X   X (coastal squeeze, increased airline flights over the SPA, recreational 
disturbance, increased pollution risk and disturbance from shipping 

movements) 
The Swale  X X X   X (Loss of important habitat outside the SPA & coastal squeeze) 
The Wash  X      
Thursley, Hankley & 
Frensham Commons 

X  X X X X  

Wealden Heaths 
Phase 2 

X  X X X X  
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Ramsar Sites2 
Site Risk of effects from 

water abstraction 
Risk of effects from 
WWTW and landfill 

discharges 

Risk of effects from 
increased recreational 
pressure 

Risk of effects from 
region-wide air 
pollution 

Risk of effects from 
local traffic-generated 
air pollution 

Risk of effects from 
urbanisation 

Others (Details) 

Arun Valley X X X     
Avon Valley X X      
Benfleet & Southend 
Marshes 

 C C     

Blackwater Estuary  C C     
Chichester and 
Langstone Harbours  

X X X X X  X (Loss of important habitat outside the site and coastal squeeze) 

Crouch & Roach 
Estuaries 

 C C     

Dengie  C C     
Dorset Heathlands  X X X X X  X (Expansion of existing quarries within the site) 
Foulness  C C     
Medway Estuary and 
Marshes  

X  X X   X (Loss of important habitat outside the site and coastal squeeze) 

Pagham Harbour X X X X    
Pevensey Levels X X  X    
Portsmouth Harbour X X X X   X (Loss of important habitat outside the site and coastal squeeze) 
Solent and 
Southampton Water 

X X X X X  X (Loss of important habitat outside the site, coastal squeeze, increased 
airline flights over the site, increased pollution risk and disturbance from 

shipping movements, increased aggregate extraction from the Itchen 
Estuary) 

South West London 
Waterbodies 

X  X     

Stodmarsh X   X    
Thames Estuary and 
Marshes 

 X X X   X (coastal squeeze and loss of important habitat outside the site) 

Thanet Coast and 
Sandwich Bay  

 X X X   X (coastal squeeze, increased airline flights over the site, disturbance, 
increased pollution risk and disturbance from shipping movements) 

The New Forest  X X X    
The Swale  X X X   X (Loss of important habitat outside the site & coastal squeeze) 
The Wash  C      
Thursley and Ockley 
Bogs 

X  X X X X  

                                                 
2 Dungeness to Pett Level is proposed as a Ramsar site, but has not yet been designated. As such, the Ramsar designation features are not yet available and it is therefore not possible to assess impacts on the interest features of this site, beyond those that 
apply to the SPA and SAC designations. 
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Table 2: Special Areas of Conservation that were assessed for significant adverse effects of the South East Plan3 
 
Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 

Importance 
Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Ashdown 
Forest  

East Sussex 2729 • Wet heathland with 
cross-leaved heath  

• Dry heaths 
• Great crested newt 

 

• Ashdown Forest contains one of the 
largest single continuous blocks of 
lowland heath in southeast England.  

 

• Minimal air pollution (nitrogen 
deposition can cause compositional 
changes over time) 

• Use of grazing management to 
prevent succession  

• Balanced hydrological regime to 
maintain wet heath.  

• Recreational disturbance 
• Absence of urbanisation 
• Suitable foraging and refuge 

habitat within 500m of the pond. 
• Relatively unpolluted water of 

roughly neutral pH. 
• Some ponds deep enough to 

retain water throughout February to 
August at least one year in every 
three. 

• In a wider context, great crested 
newts require good connectivity of 
landscape features (ponds, hedges 
etc) as they often live as 
metapopulations in a number of 
ponds. 

 

Development in Mid Sussex, Wealden and beyond 
(Policy H1) may result in increased recreational 
pressure causing erosion and making it more 
difficult to manage the site by grazing. 
 
General increase in atmospheric nitrogen 
deposition related to increased development and 
road use may adversely affect vegetation 
community, particularly since the site is adjacent 
to the A22. 
 
 
 
 

Yes  Gatwick Airport 
 
Housing allocations of the London 
Plan 
 
East Grinstead Relief Road (predicted 
to cause up to 20% more traffic on 
A22) 

Yes 

Aston Rowant Buckinghamshire. 
Oxfordshire 

127.75 • Juniper on heaths or 
calcareous 
grasslands 

• Beech forests on 
neutral to rich soils 

• One of the best remaining examples in UK 
of lowland juniper scrub (between 1,000 
and 2,000 individuals of varying age 
classes). 

• Regular management to keep 
vegetation open and allow 
seedlings to establish. 

• Prevention of rabbit grazing of 
seedlings. 

• Minimal air pollution. 

Development of 16,800 new homes in South 
Oxfordshire and Wycombe (Policy H1), and 
associated increased car use may contribute to air 
pollution. 
 

Yes None Yes 

Blean 
Complex 

Kent 520.62 • Oak-hornbeam 
forests 

• One of the British strongholds for the 
heath fritillary butterfly. 

• Maintenance of coppice 
management 

• Minimal air pollution. 

Development of 15,500 new homes in Canterbury 
and Swale (Policy H1) may result in increased 
recreational pressure but this is manageable and 
is not considered to put the survival of the 
qualifying features at risk. Moreover, this particular 
site is considered robust to recreational pressure. 
 
Coupled with the development of 1.3 million sq m 
of new business floorspace (South East Plan 
pages 270 and 282) and associated increased car 
use, housing growth may cause reduced air 
quality. 

Yes None Yes 

Briddlesford 
Copses 

Isle of Wight 167.22 • Bechstein bat • The most varied, structurally diverse and 
species-rich cluster of ancient 
broadleaved woodland on the Isle of 
Wight. 

• Coppice management None – although these bats require foraging areas 
within 3.5 km of their roosts, the important foraging 
areas surrounding these sites are protected from 
development through their ownership 

No None No 

Burnham 
Beeches 

Buckinghamshire 382.76 • Beech forests on 
acid soils 

• Wood-pasture, with veteran trees. 
• One of the richest sites for saproxylic 

invertebrates in the UK, including 14 Red 
Data Book species.   

• Nationally important epiphytic 
communities. 

• Minimal atmospheric pollution - may 
increase the susceptibility of beech 
trees to disease and alter epiphytic 
communities. 

• Restricted public access (extensive 
public access may compromise 
ability to retain falling timber 
associated with old trees). 

• Maintenance of an adequate and 
stable hydrological system 

Increased traffic, with localized air quality 
implications.  Congestion on A355 drives cars on 
to local roads (e.g. Egypt Lane and Bedford 
Drive), spreading pollution effects. 
 
Increased recreation pressure due to the 
development of 1,800 new homes in South 
Buckinghamshire (Policy H1) may be damaging to 
this site given that it is one of the main open 
recreation areas in the county. 
 
General urbanization effects from developments 
close to the site. 

Yes M40 Jct 2 Motorway Service Area will 
increase traffic on A355. 
 
Route Strategy for A355 in 
Buckinghamshire could influence 
traffic on A355. 
 
East Burnham Quarry (Phase 2 and 3) 
could have dewatering and/or dust 
deposition effects. 
 
Windfall development around the site 
increases recreation pressure and risk 
of fly-tipping etc. 

Yes 

                                                 
3 Sites shaded green were screened out of the assessment 
4 Terminology is the lay or English name as used by JNCC 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Butser Hill Hampshire 238.66 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone  

• Yew-dominated 
woodland 

• The richest terricolous lichen flora of any 
chalk grassland site in England. The 
owner of the site, Hampshire County 
Council, is trying to buy adjacent land to 
so that it can be managed as an effective 
buffer zone. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Well-drained soils 
• No spray-drift (i.e. eutrophication) 

from surrounding intensive arable 
land. 

The development of 102,888 new homes in 
Hampshire will contribute considerably to air 
quality impacts on this site, as the A3 is situated 
immediately adjacent and it is reasonable to 
assume that increased housing will lead to 
increased traffic movements.  
 
Development of 1,200 new homes and 
consequent increased traffic in East Hampshire 
district in general (Policy H1) may cause additional 
reductions in air quality. 
 
Development of 102,888 new homes within 
Hampshire generally will lead to increased 
recreational pressure on this site, as it is a key 
area of recreational land in this part of Hampshire 

Yes Whitehill Borden – redevelopment of 
MoD land in East Hampshire  – up to 
5,500 homes additional to allocations 
in the South East Plan. 

Yes 

Castle Hill 
 

Brighton and Hove. 
Lewes 

114.68 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 

• Early gentian 

• Grassland includes early spider-orchid 
(one of the largest colonies in the UK) and 
burnt orchid.  

• Early gentian is an annual that requires 
bare ground or a short, open sward and is 
easily smothered. 

• National Nature Reserve. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• The site is vulnerable to spray-drift 

(i.e. eutrophication) from 
surrounding intensive arable land. 

• Low recreational pressure. 

Development of 11,000 new homes in Brighton & 
Hove and 4,400 in Lewes and associated 
increased car use, could lead to negative air 
quality impacts on this site. 

Yes 
 

None Yes 

Chilterns 
Beechwoods 

Buckinghamshire. 
Hertfordshire. 
Oxfordshire. Windsor 
and Maidenhead 

1276.48 • Beech forests on 
neutral to rich soils 

• Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 

• Stag Beetle 
 

• A distinctive feature in the woodland flora 
is the occurrence of populations of the 
rare coralroot. 

• Recent dry years are believed to be 
putting trees under stress. 

 

• Minimal atmospheric pollution - 
may increase the susceptibility of 
beech trees to disease 

• Managed public access to forest 
and nearby dry calcareous 
grasslands  

• Appropriate management of 
grasslands. 

• Absence of direct fertilization. 

Development of 5,620 new houses in Windsor & 
Maidenhead  (coupled with 10,200 in South 
Oxfordshire and 6,600 in Wycombe) (Policy H1) 
and consequent increased traffic may cause 
reduced air quality. 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes None Yes 

Cothill Fen Oxfordshire 43.55 • Calcium-rich 
springwater-fed fens 

• Alder woodland on 
floodplains 

• This lowland valley mire contains one of 
the largest surviving examples of alkaline 
fen vegetation in central England, a region 
where fen vegetation is rare. 

• The alkaline fen vegetation forms 
transitions to other vegetation types. 

• High water table. 
• Calcareous, base-rich water supply
• Minimal air pollution. 

Development of 11,500 new homes in the Vale of 
the White Horse (Policy H1) could lead to 
drawdown of water from the site as a result of 
increased water demand. 
 
Development of 11,500 new homes in the Vale of 
the White Horse and consequent increased traffic 
(Policy H1) may cause reductions in air quality. 
 
This housing development may also result in 
increased wastewater disposal and water quality 
issues. 

Yes None Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Dorset Heaths Bournemouth. Dorset. 
Hampshire. Poole 

5730.73 • Wet heathland with 
cross-leaved heath 

• Dry heaths 
• Depression on peat 

substrates 
• Southern damselfly 
• Purple moor-grass 

meadows 
• Calcium rich fen 

dominated by great 
fen sedge 

• Calcium-rich spring-
water fed fens 

• Dry oak-dominated 
woodland 

• Great crested newt 

• This is a complex site that includes 37 
SSSIs. 

• The Dorset heathlands have become 
fragmented through extensive losses to 
agriculture, forestry and urban 
development. 

• There are active mineral extraction 
permissions 

• Carefully balanced hydrological 
regime to maintain wet heath, 
mires and pools. 

• Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution (nitrogen 

deposition can cause compositional 
changes over time). 

• Unpolluted water and base-rich 
streams to support Southern 
damselfly 

• Warm climatic conditions 
(Southern damselfly is at northern 
limit of its European range) 

• Unfragmented habitat 
• Minimal recreational pressure and 

a low incidence of wildfires. 

Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District (Policy H1) may result in increased water 
abstraction from the Avon and a reduction in water 
supply to the Dorset Heaths.  
 
Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District (Policy H1) may result in increased 
wastewater disposal and water quality issues. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire, expansion of Southampton Port and 
consequent increased traffic may cause reduced 
air quality given that several major roads (A31 and 
A35) cross the site. This may be exacerbated by 
the required increase in primary aggregate 
extraction as this will result in increased 
movements of heavy vehicles on the A31 and 
A35. 
 
Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District (Policy H1) may result in increased 
recreational pressure on this site. 
 
It may be necessary for the extant quarries on site 
to increase production or remain active for longer 
in order to meet the required primary aggregate 
capacity of 2.63 million tonnes per annum for 
Hampshire (Policy M3) 

Yes Housing and primary aggregate 
allocations within the South West Plan
 
Details of the Dorset Minerals Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 

Dover to 
Kingsdown 
Cliffs 

Kent 183.85 • Vegetated sea cliffs 
• Dry grasslands and 

scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 

• The endangered oxtongue broomrape, 
confined in the UK to unstable coastal 
chalk cliffs of southern England, has a 
stronghold on this site. 

• Erosion rates are such that the features 
of the site will be preserved, within the 
existing site boundary, for at least the 
next 25 years. 

• Different levels of exposure to 
wind and salt spray 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Minimal recreational trampling 
• Well-drained soils 
• Absence of coastal squeeze 

(between the eroding cliff and 
arable land behind)  

Development of 122,000 new homes (Policy H1) 
in Kent may result in increased recreational 
pressure. 
 
The development of 6,100 new homes and 
469,000 sq m of new business floorspace in Dover 
(South East Plan pages 270 and 282), the 
landward expansion of Dover Port (Policy TN9 and 
EKA5) and associated increased car use may lead 
to increased atmospheric pollution and 
acidification of chalk grassland. 
 
Developments associated with The South East 
Plan are not considered to subject the site to 
coastal squeeze, as the land behind the cliffs is 
secured from development through National Trust 
ownership. 
 
 

Yes None Yes 

Duncton to 
Bignor 
Escarpment 
 
 

West Sussex 214.47 • Mixed woodland on 
base-rich soils 
associated with 
rocky slopes 

• Rare plants present include the white
helleborine, yellow bird’s nest and green 
hellebore. 

• Minimal atmospheric pollution -
may increase the susceptibility of 
beech trees to disease 

• Appropriate management 

Development of 17,900 new homes in Chichester 
and Arun and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution, 
particularly since the site lies close to the A285. 

Yes None Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Dungeness East Sussex. Kent 3223.56 • Annual vegetation 
of drift lines 

• Coastal shingle 
vegetation outside 
the reach of waves 

• Great crested newt 

• One of two representatives of annual 
vegetation of drift lines on the south coast 
of England. Dungeness is the UK’s 
largest shingle structure. A feature of the 
site, thought to be unique in the UK, is the 
small depressions formed within the 
shingle structure, which support fen and 
open-water communities. 

• The site is close to an active airport that 
carries a potential risk from air pollution, 
although current levels of air traffic and 
motor vehicles are not thought to cause a 
problem. 

• Lack of disturbance by vehicles 
and walkers, although the coastal 
shingle (drift-line) vegetation has 
much greater potential for recovery 
than the perennial vegetation of 
shingle banks that occurs further 
inland. 

• Suitable foraging and refuge 
habitat within 500 m of the newt 
breeding ponds. 

• Minimal abstraction of water.  
• Minimal air pollution. 
 

 

Development of 10,700 new homes (Policy H1) in 
Shepway and Rother (adjacent East Sussex 
District) may result in increased recreational 
pressure, but it is considered to be manageable. 
 
If development is situated within 500 m of 
breeding ponds it may lead to loss of great crested 
newt habitat. However, given the predisposition in 
the South East Plan towards brownfield 
redevelopment, it is assumed that the new 
housing allocations can avoid this 500 m zone. 
 
Given that abstraction from the watercourses 
which feed into the SAC is already considered to 
have caused damage (Dover Water Services 
report saline intrusion into the aquifer under 
Dungeness), development of a further 10,700 new 
homes and 236,000 sq m of new business 
floorspace in Shepway and Rother (South East 
Plan pages 270 and 282) is likely to have an 
adverse effect on the shingle wetlands. 
 
Development of 10,700 new homes and 236,000 
sq m of new business floorspace in Shepway and 
Rother may result in increased wastewater 
disposal into the Dungeness SAC and an 
associated change in water quality, principally due 
to nutrient enrichment. 
 
Currently, London Ashford airport at Lydd is 
believed by English Nature (Natural England) to 
result in adverse air quality impacts on the site. 
The development of 10,700 new homes and 
236,000 sq m of new business floorspace in 
Shepway and Rother and associated increased 
car use may lead to increased atmospheric 
pollution and acidification. 

Yes All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 
 
South Foreland to Beachy Head 
Shoreline Management Plan 
 
Decommissioning of Dungeness 
nuclear power station 
 
 

Yes 

East 
Hampshire 
Hangers 

Hampshire 569.68 • Dry grasslands or 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 
(important orchid 
sites) 

• Beech forests on 
neutral to rich soils 

• Mixed woodlands 
on base-rich soils 
associated with 
rocky slopes 

• Dry grasslands or 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 

• Yew-dominated 
woodland 

• Early gentian 

• The site supports an outstanding 
assemblage of orchids, including one of 
the largest UK populations of the 
nationally scarce musk orchid. Early 
gentian is an annual that requires bare 
ground or a short, open sward and is 
easily smothered. 

• Low nutrient runoff from 
surrounding land - being steep and 
narrow, the Hanger woodlands are 
vulnerable to nutrient run-off 
leading to eutrophication. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Well-drained soils 

 

Development of 1,200 new homes and 
consequent increased traffic in East Hampshire 
district (Policy H1) may cause reduced air quality. 
 
The woodlands themselves are not considered 
likely to be affected by recreational activity due to 
their steep and inaccessible nature. However, 
development of 102,888 new homes within 
Hampshire generally will lead to increased 
recreational pressure on the grassland component 
of this site, as it is a key area of recreational land 
in this part of Hampshire 

Yes Whitehill Borden – redevelopment of 
MoD land in East Hampshire  – up to 
5,500 homes additional to allocations 
in the South East Plan. 
 
 

Yes 

Ebernoe 
Common 
 

West Sussex 133.94 • Atlantic 
acidophilous beech 
forests with Ilex and 
sometimes also 
Taxus in the 
shrublayer 

• Barbastelle bat 
• Bechstein’s bat 

• Site has a very rich epiphytic lichen flora. • Appropriate management. 
• Minimal atmospheric pollution -

may increase the susceptibility of 
beech trees to disease and alter 
epiphytic communities. 

• In a wider context, bats require 
good connectivity of landscape 
features to allow foraging and 
commuting. 

 
 

Development of 8,600 new homes in Chichester 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution, particularly since 
the site lies close to the A283. 
 
Risk of severance/loss of bat flight lines between 
SAC and surrounding landscape by 
development/roads. 
 
Development of 8,600 new dwellings in Chichester 
district may result in increased recreational 
pressure. 

Yes West Weald Countryside Project Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Emer Bog Hampshire 37.5 • Very wet mires 
often identified by an 
unstable quaking 
surface 

• Emer Bog lies in a wet infilled hollow on 
the developed eastern hinterland of the 
New Forest. The basin is surrounded by 
more mature willow Salix woodland and 
open heathland. 

• The catchment for this bog is large and 
currently agricultural. Most water inputs to 
the bog are surface water. 

• Careful management of water 
levels - the principal threat to this 
site is considered to be adjacent 
land-use, which affects the 
hydrological processes acting on 
the mire.  

 

None - development of 3,910 new homes in the 
southern Test Valley (Policy H1), even if situated 
within the catchment for this site, is likely to lead to 
increased runoff and therefore increased water 
supply to this site.  
 

No Various development plans 
surrounding Emer Bog 

No 

Essex 
Estuaries 

Essex 46,140,82 • Estuaries 
• Intertidal mudflats 

and sandflats 
• Glasswort and other 

annuals colonising 
mud and sand 

• Cord-grass swards 
• Atlantic salt 

meadows 
• Mediterranean 

saltmarsh scrub 
• Subtidal sandbanks 

 • Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / mowing 

regimes 
• Sufficient space between the site 

and development to allow for 
managed retreat of intertidal 
habitats and avoid coastal 
squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native species. 
• Balance of saline and non-saline 

conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that discharge 
into the Thames Estuary cannot cope with the 
increased capacity. However, development of 
41,300 new homes and 2.1 million sq m of new 
business floorspace in Medway, Gravesham and 
Dartford may result in increased volumes of 
effluent disposal into the Estuary. Some of this 
may reach the Essex Estuaries and lead to a 
decline in water quality, principally due to 
increased nutrient inputs. However, given the 
distance of the site from the points of discharge 
within the southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford) may result in increased 
recreational pressure on the SPA, due to tourism. 
However, given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be minor. 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 
 
Essex Estuary Shoreline Management 
Plan 

Yes 

Folkestone to 
Etchinghill 
Escarpment 

Kent 181.94 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone, 
including important 
orchid sites 

• The site contains an important 
assemblage of rare and scarce species, 
including early spider-orchid, late spider-
orchid and burnt orchid. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal recreational trampling 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
(including dog fouling) 

• Well-drained soils 

Development of 11,200 new homes (Policy H1) in 
Dover and Shepway may result in increased 
recreational pressure and disruption of grazing, as 
the site is an extensive access area situated 
relatively close to Folkestone. 
 
The development of 11,200 new homes and 
705,000 sq m of new business floorspace in Dover 
and Shepway (South East Plan pages 270 and 
282) and associated increased car use may lead 
to increased atmospheric pollution and 
acidification of chalk grassland. 
 

Yes Eurotunnel lorry park proposals Yes 

Hackpen Hill Oxfordshire 35.83 • Early gentian 
• Dry grasslands and 

scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 

• Early gentian is an annual that requires 
bare ground or a short, open sward and is 
easily smothered. 

• Appropriate management:  grazing.
• Minimal air pollution. 
• Absence of direct fertilisation. 

Development of 21,500 new homes in Vale of the 
White Horse and West Berkshire (Policy H1) and 
associated increased car use may contribute to air 
pollution. 
 

Yes None Yes 

Hartslock 
Wood 

Oxfordshire 34.24 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone, 
including important 
orchid sites 

• Yew-dominated 
woodland 

• One of only three UK populations of 
monkey orchid. 

• Appropriate management:  grazing.
• Minimal air pollution. 
• Absence of direct fertilisation 
 

Development of 20,700 new homes in South 
Oxfordshire and West Berkshire (Policy H1) and 
associated increased car use may contribute to air 
pollution. 

Yes None Yes 

Hastings Cliffs 
 

East Sussex 183.72 • Vegetated sea cliffs • Hastings Cliffs are an area of actively 
eroding soft cliff on the south coast of 
England. 

• Site also includes ghyll woodlands that 
support rare bryophytes. 

• The SAC includes part of a country park 
(including stand of broad-leaved 
woodland). 

• Site is a consequence of erosion 
processes. It is therefore key that 
there is land available to provide 
space to replace habitat lost to 
erosion. Currently, the adjacent 
arable land is managed under 
Countryside Stewardship in order 
to compliment the habitats 
associated with the SAC. 

• Avoidance of sea defences 
• Minimal air pollution. 

 

Development of 5,600 new dwellings in Rother 
district and 4,200 new units in Hastings (Policy 
H1) district may result in increased recreational 
pressure on country park.  
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats of 
European importance 
 

Yes  None Yes 
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Isle of Wight 
Downs 

Isle of Wight 461.8 • Vegetated sea cliffs 
• Dry heaths 
• Dry grasslands or 

scrublands on chalk 
or limestone  

• Early gentian 

• The cliff tops of the Isle of Wight Downs 
represents one of the best examples of 
chalk grassland in the south of England 
under maritime influence. The most 
exposed chalk cliff tops support important 
assemblages of nationally rare lichens 
and a population of early gentian. The site 
also includes areas of dry heath and 
some stands of the rare chalk heath. 

• Early gentian Gentianella anglica 
is associated with a grazing regime 
that maintains a short turf and a 
proportion of bare ground. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Well-drained soils 

Development of a further 10,400 new homes on 
the Isle of Wight (Policy H1) may lead to an 
increase in recreational pressure on this site, 
although most houses will be situated between 5 
and 15 miles away, as they will be centred on 
Shanklin, Sandown, Ryde, Newport and Cowes. 

 
Policy TSR7 identifies the Isle of Wight as a 
priority area for increased tourism including 
improved facilities and access. The expected 
increase in tourists may increase recreational 
pressure on this site. 

 
The development of 10,400 new homes, and 
associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and acidification 
of chalk grassland, although the prevailing wind is 
generally away from the Isle of Wight Downs. 

Yes None 
 
 

Yes 

Kennet and 
Lambourn 
Floodplain 

West Berkshire. 
Wiltshire 

114.47 • Desmoulin’s whorl 
snail 

• The cluster of sites selected in the 
Kennet and Lambourn valleys supports 
one of the most extensive known 
populations of Desmoulin’s whorl snail in 
the UK. 

• Desmoulin’s whorl snail lives in swamps, 
fens and marshes bordering rivers and 
lakes.  It lives on living and dead stems 
and leaves of tall plants. 

 

• Water level 
• Water quality (snail requires water 

that is not highly eutrophic and is 
calcium-rich) 

• Appropriate management to 
prevent scrub encroachment and to 
maintain open, unshaded 
conditions 

• Minimal air pollution: nitrogen 
deposition from air could lead to 
increased nutrient levels in fen 
swamp habitat 

The Kennet catchment is very sensitive to 
abstraction and is at/near its limit of water 
abstraction.  Development of 10,500 new houses 
in West Berkshire (Policy H1) may result in 
reduced water supply to the SAC as this district is 
expected to experience a water resource deficit of 
between 1 and 4 mega litres per day by 20265.  
 
Development of 10,500 new houses in West 
Berkshire (Policy H1) may result in increased 
wastewater disposal and water quality issues, 
particularly since the STW’s at Newbury, 
Hungerford and Kintbury can only service a further 
9,000 new homes according to the Environment 
Agency6. 
 

Yes Housing allocations in Swindon and 
Kennet District under the South West 
Plan 

Yes 

Kennet Valley 
Alderwoods 

West Berkshire 56.77 • Alder woodland on 
floodplains 

• These are the largest fragments of alder-
ash woodland on the Kennet floodplain. 

• Recent dry years are believed to be 
putting trees under stress. notably 
increasing sensitivity of ash to fatal 
Phytophora infection. 

• Maintenance of constantly high 
groundwater levels.  

• Minimal air pollution 

Development of 10,500 new houses in West 
Berkshire (Policy H1) may result in reduced water 
supply as this district is expected to experience a 
water resource deficit of between 1 and 4 mega 
litres per day by 20267. From this it is reasonable 
to assume that increased abstraction may occur 
from the aquifers and flood waters that ultimately 
support the woodland. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats of 
European importance 

Yes  Yes 

                                                 
5 WRSE Report on the latest South East Plan Housing Provision and Distribution. Environment Agency. March 2006. 
6 Environment Agency. June 2006. Creating a Better Place: Planning for Water Quality and Growth in the South East. Version 10.4. http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/publications/research_reports.html 
7 WRSE Report on the latest South East Plan Housing Provision and Distribution. Environment Agency. March 2006. 
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Kingley Vale  West Sussex 208.05 • Yew-dominated 
woodland  

• Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 

• Kingley Vale is the largest area of yew 
woodland in Britain. 

• National Nature Reserve. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• The long-term conservation of the 

yew forest requires the 
maintenance of nurse scrub habitat 
and the regulation of numbers of 
resident deer. 

• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 
deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• The site is vulnerable to spray-drift 

(i.e. eutrophication) from 
surrounding intensive arable land. 

• Low recreational pressure. 
 

Development of 8,600 new dwellings in Chichester 
district may result in increased recreational 
pressure. 
 
In addition, increased car use associated with the 
additional housing may lead to increased 
atmospheric pollution that may adversely affect 
vegetation community. 

Yes None Yes 

Lewes Downs  East Sussex 146.86 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 
(important orchid 
sites) 

• This chalk grassland site contains an 
important assemblage of rare and scarce 
orchids, including early spider-orchid, 
burnt orchid and musk orchid. The colony 
of burnt orchid is one of the largest in the 
UK. 

• Burnt orchid is associated with a grazing 
regime that maintains a short turf and a 
proportion of bare ground. 

• National Nature Reserve. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• The site is vulnerable to spray-drift 

(i.e. eutrophication) from 
surrounding intensive arable land. 

• Low recreational pressure. 

Development of 8,000 new dwellings in Wealden 
district and 4,800 in Lewes district (Policy H1) may 
result in increased recreational pressure  
 
In addition, increased car use associated with the 
additional housing may lead to increased 
atmospheric pollution that may adversely affect 
vegetation community. 

Yes Brighton and Hove Football ground 
(increased traffic near Lewes) 

Yes 

Little 
Wittenham 

Oxfordshire 68.76 • Great crested newt • One of the best-studied great crested newt 
sites in the UK. 

• 2 main ponds within woodland that forms 
suitable habitat for terrestrial phase. 

• Suitable foraging and refuge habitat 
within 500m of the pond. 

• Relatively unpolluted water of 
roughly neutral pH. 

• Some ponds deep enough to retain 
water throughout February to 
August at least one year in every 
three. 

• In a wider context, great crested 
newts require good connectivity of 
landscape features (ponds, hedges 
etc) as they often live as 
metapopulations in a number of 
ponds. 

None – because it is considered that sufficient 
terrestrial habitat to support the breeding 
population is present within the boundaries of the 
SAC itself. 

No None No 

Lydden and 
Temple Ewell 
Downs 

Kent 61.7 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone, 
including important 
orchid sites 

• This site consists largely of semi-natural 
calcareous grasslands. It contains an 
important assemblage of rare, scarce and 
uncommon species, including early 
spider-orchid, burnt orchid, musk orchid 
and autumn lady’s-tresses. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal recreational trampling 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Well-drained soils 

This is a large site with difficult recreational 
access. Therefore development of 6,100 new 
homes (Policy H1) in Dover is not expected to 
result in increased recreational pressure beyond 
that which can be managed. 
 
The development of 6,100 new homes and 
469,000 sq m of new business floorspace in Dover 
(South East Plan pages 270 and 282), the 
landward expansion of Dover Port (Policies EKA5 
and TN10) and associated increase in car use 
may lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
acidification of chalk grassland, particularly given 
that the site is adjacent to the A2. 
 
It is not known at this stage whether expansion of 
the Dover to London rail corridor (Policy T12) 
would result in landtake from the SAC. 

Yes None Yes 
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Mole Gap to 
Reigate 
Escarpment 

Surrey 887.68 • Natural box 
scrub 

• Dry grasslands 
and scrublands on 
chalk or limestone 

• Dry grasslands 
and scrublands on 
chalk or limestone, 
including important 
orchid sites 

• Yew-dominated 
woodland 

• Dry heaths 
• Beech forests on 

neutral to rich soils 
• Great crested 

newt 
• Bechstein’s bat 

• Supports the only area of stable box 
scrub in the UK (due to natural erosion on 
steep slope).   

• Also supports a wide range of 
calcareous grassland types and is 
particularly important for orchids including 
the nationally scarce musk orchid and 
man orchid.  

• Also significant in exhibiting transitions 
to scarce scrub, woodland and dry heath 
types, notably yew woods and chalk 
heath. 

• Appropriate management:  
grazing. 

• Absence of direct fertilization. 
• Minimal air pollution. 
• Low recreational pressure. 
• Absence of urbanization effects, 

e.g. introduction of invasive non-
native species. 

• Suitable foraging and refuge habitat 
within 500m of the pond. 

• Relatively unpolluted water of 
roughly neutral pH. 

• Some ponds deep enough to retain 
water throughout February to 
August at least one year in every 
three. 

• In a wider context, great crested 
newts require good connectivity of 
landscape features (ponds, hedges 
etc) as they often live as a 
metapopulation. 

• In a wider context, bats require 
good connectivity of landscape 
features to allow foraging and 
commuting. 

Increased visitor numbers due to increase in 
housing (mostly in Horley, roughly 12 miles away) 
resulting in eutrophication (from dogs), fly tipping 
and trampling and make grazing more difficult to 
manage successfully. 
 
Atmospheric nitrogen deposition from increased 
traffic on the M25 and nearby roads. 
 
If any of the 11,120 new houses allocated to 
Mole Valley and Reigate & Banstead (Policy H1) 
are located close to the site, this may result in 
loss of potential bat foraging areas. 
 
Risk of severance/loss of bat flight lines 
between SAC and surrounding landscape by 
development/roads. 
 

Yes To be confirmed 
 

Yes 

Mottisfont 
Bats 

Hampshire 196.88 • Barbastelle bat • The Mottisfont woodland supports an 
important population of the rare 
barbastelle. It is one of only six known 
maternity sites in the UK and the only one 
in Hampshire.  

• Requirements of the barbastelle 
are poorly understood. 

None – although these bats require foraging areas 
within 7.5 km of their roosts, the important foraging 
areas surrounding these sites are protected from 
development through their ownership 

No None No 

North Downs 
Woodlands 

Kent. Medway 287.58 • Beech forests on 
neutral to rich soils 

• Yew-dominated 
woodland 

• Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
and limestone 

• This site consists of mature beech 
forests and also yew woods on steep 
slopes. 

• Low nutrient runoff from 
surrounding land - being steep and 
narrow, the Hanger woodlands are 
vulnerable to nutrient run-off 
leading to eutrophication. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Well-drained soils 

Development of 42,300 new homes (Policy H1) 
and 1.2 million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Gravesham, Tonbridge & Malling, Maidstone and 
Medway (South East Plan pages 270 and 282), 
and consequent increase in car use may cause 
reduced air quality. 
 
The woodlands themselves are not considered 
likely to be affected by recreational activity due to 
their steep and inaccessible nature. However, 
development of 42,300 new homes in Gravesham, 
Tonbridge & Malling, Maidstone and Medway will 
lead to increased recreational pressure on the 
grassland component of this site, which is already 
subject to considerable pressure due to use of off-
road vehicles and fly tipping,  

Yes None Yes 

Ouse Washes Lincolnshire. Norfolk 311.35 • Spined loach  • Good water quality is of 
importance for maintaining the 
appropriate composition of aquatic 
macrophytes for this fish. 

None 
 
Milton Keynes discharges sewage effluent into the 
River Great Ouse, rather than the River Thames. 
Development of approximately 48,800 new homes 
within Milton Keynes (Policy H1) will lead to an 
increased volume of effluent discharge into the 
River Great Ouse, which may result in a decline in 
water quality within the river. Part of this SAC 
ultimately receives its water inputs from the Great 
Ouse. However, the dilution factor that would be 
experienced is likely to render any increase 
negligible. 

No East of England Plan - the contribution 
of the 48,800 new homes at Milton 
Keynes only becomes significant when 
considered in combination with all the 
other new developments that will 
discharge into the River Great Ouse. 

Yes 
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Oxford 
Meadows 

Oxfordshire 265.89 • Lowland hay 
meadows  

• Creeping marshwort 

• The site includes vegetation communities 
that are perhaps unique in the world in 
reflecting the influence of a stable pattern 
of traditional low-intensity management 
(grazing and hay-cutting) on lowland hay 
meadows.   

• It is also the larger of only two known UK 
sites for the creeping marshwort 
(apparently favoured by wet springs and 
summers). 

• Maintenance of traditional hay cut. 
• Maintenance of light aftermath 

grazing. 
• Minimal air pollution. 
• Absence of direct fertilisation. 
• Balanced hydrological regime –

alteration to adjacent rivers may 
alter flooding regime and reduce 
botanical diversity. 

• Absence of excessive nutrient 
enrichment of floodwaters 

Development of 37,000 new homes in West 
Oxfordshire, Cherwell, Oxford and Vale of the 
White Horse (Policy H1) may result in increased 
water demand and reduced/ altered water supply. 
 
This housing development could also result in 
increased wastewater disposal and water quality 
issues. 
 
Development of 37,000 new homes in West 
Oxfordshire, Cherwell, Oxford and Vale of the 
White Horse, and consequent increased traffic 
may cause reduced air quality, particularly since 
the site lies adjacent to the A34 and is bisected by 
the A40. 
 
Gravel extraction from a quarry adjacent to the 
boundary in order to meet increased primary 
aggregate targets (Policy M3) could affect the 
hydrology of the site.  

Yes A34 improvements could result in 
landtake to the SAC, as well as 
potentially increased pollution. 
 
Oxford Flood Defence Strategy may 
affect flooding regime. 

Yes 

Parkgate 
Down 

Kent 6.94 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone, 
including important 
orchid sites 

• Parkgate Down is situated on the chalk 
of the North Downs and consists largely 
of semi-natural calcareous grassland. The 
site contains an outstanding assemblage 
of orchids including the nationally rare 
monkey orchid and late spider orchid 
together with the nationally scarce musk 
orchid and lady orchid. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal recreational trampling 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Well-drained soils 

This is a difficult site to reach and has no parking. 
As such, development of 18,400 new homes 
(Policy H1) in Dover, Shepway and Canterbury is 
not expected to result in increased recreational 
pressure beyond that which can be managed 
 
The development of 18,400 new homes and 
966,000 sq m of new business floorspace in 
Dover, Shepway and Canterbury (South East Plan 
pages 270 and 282), and associated increased car 
use may lead to increased atmospheric pollution 
and acidification of chalk grassland. 

Yes None Yes 

Peter`s Pit Kent 28.3 • Great crested newt • Large great crested newt populations 
have been recorded breeding here. The 
site consists of a chalk quarry and former 
arable fields stripped of topsoil, with 
excavated ponds. 

 
The area to the north of the pit is planned for 
urban development and it will be necessary to 
ensure that this does not impact on the site 
adversely, through changes in water tables, 
disturbance, etc. Water abstraction has been 
suggested as a threat, but checks by English 
Nature (Natural England) have concluded that 
this is not a significant issue. Rather, water 
levels on the site vary dramatically depending 
on the aquifer, which is fed by rainfall. The 
recent creation of clay-lined ponds within the 
former arable fields should make it more likely 
that ponds will retain water long enough on the 
site to permit successful breeding. 

• The principal risk to the site is 
considered to be neglect, resulting 
in invasion of the newt breeding 
ponds by scrub. 

 

Due to comments in column 5, this site is not 
considered to be hydrologically vulnerable. 
 
If development within Tonbridge and Malling is 
situated within 500 m of the site it may lead to loss 
of great crested newt habitat. However, 
development plans have been in place around this 
site for many years and all mitigation required for 
anticipated developments that would fall within the 
South East Plan housing allocation is already in 
place. 
 
Due to the physical structure of the site, increased 
recreational disturbance is unlikely. 
 
 
 

No None Yes 
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Queendown 
Warren 

Kent 14.28 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone, 
including important 
orchid sites 

• Queendown Warren consists of semi-
natural calcareous grassland. It contains 
an important assemblage of rare and 
scarce species, including early spider-
orchid, burnt orchid and man orchid. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal recreational trampling 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Well-drained soils 

This is a small site close to the Medway towns. As 
such, development of 32,800 new homes (Policy 
H1) in Swale, Medway and Maidstone may result 
in an unmanageable increase in recreational 
pressure and disruption of grazing 
 
The development of 32,800 new homes and 1.8 
million sq m of new business floorspace in Swale, 
Medway and Maidstone (South East Plan pages 
270 and 282), and associated increased car use 
may lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
acidification of chalk grassland. 

Yes None Yes 

River Avon Dorset. Hampshire. 
Wiltshire 

498.24 • Rivers with floating 
vegetation often 
dominated by water 
crowfoot 

• Desmoulin’s whorl 
snail 

• Sea lamprey 
• Brook lamprey 
• Atlantic salmon 
• Bullhead 

• The Avon in southern England is a large, 
lowland river system that includes 
sections running through chalk and clay, 
with transitions between the two. Five 
aquatic water crowfoot species occur in 
the river system, but stream water-
crowfoot and river water-crowfoot are the 
main dominants. The site also supports 
populations of Desmoulin’s whorl snail, 
sea lamprey, brook lamprey, Atlantic 
salmon and bullhead.   

• Maintenance of flow velocities -
low flows interact with nutrient 
inputs from point sources to 
produce localised increases in 
filamentous algae and nutrient-
tolerant macrophytes at the 
expense of Ranunculus. 

• Low levels of siltation,  
• Unpolluted water and low nutrient 

inputs. 

Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District (Policy H1) and the requirement for greater 
primary aggregate extraction8 may result in 
increased abstraction from the Avon, as parts of 
New Forest District are expected to experience a 
water resource deficit of between 1 and 4 mega 
litres per day by 20269. 
 
Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District may result in increased wastewater 
disposal into the Avon (for example, from 
Ringwood Sewage Treatment Works) and an 
associated decline in water quality. 
 
Most water abstraction from the River Avon comes 
from the South West and this is likely to have a far 
greater impact on water levels in the River than 
development in the South East. 

Yes Housing and primary aggregate 
allocations within the South West Plan
 
Details of the Hampshire Minerals Plan
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 
 

Yes 

                                                 
8 Greater mineral extraction may require greater water use in the extraction process 
9 WRSE Report on the latest South East Plan Housing Provision and Distribution. Environment Agency. March 2006. 
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River Itchen City of Southampton. 
Hampshire 

309.26 • Rivers with floating 
vegetation often 
dominated by water 
crowfoot 

• Southern damselfly 
• Bullhead 
• White-clawed 

crayfish 
• Brook lamprey 
• Atlantic salmon 
• Otter 

• The river is dominated throughout by 
water crowfoot. The headwaters contain 
pond water-crowfoot, while two water 
crowfoot species occur further 
downstream: stream water-crowfoot, a 
species especially characteristic of 
calcium-rich rivers, and river water-
crowfoot. The site in central southern 
England represents one of the major 
population centres of southern damselfly 
in the UK. 

 
• The river also supports high densities of 

bullhead, white-clawed crayfish, Atlantic 
salmon, otter and brook lamprey. 

 
• During a dry year, abstraction can cause 

flows in the Itchen south of Winchester to 
drop by 35% below naturalized flow. 

 
• The Itchen south of Chickenhall STW is 

already considered to be below 
Ecosystem Class I.  

• Maintenance of flow velocities -
low flows interact with nutrient 
inputs from point sources to 
produce localised increases in 
filamentous algae and nutrient-
tolerant macrophytes at the 
expense of Ranunculus. 

• Low levels of siltation,  
• Unpolluted water and low nutrient 

inputs. 
• Maintenance of grazing pressure 

is essential for Southern damselfly 
habitat. 

 
 
 

Development of 102,888 new homes in Hampshire 
(Policy H1) may lead to increased abstraction from 
the River Itchen, as these boroughs are expected 
to experience a water resource deficit of between 
5 and 14 mega litres per day by 202610. 
Macrophyte and invertebrate populations will be 
adversely affected by low flows as are the 
associated wetland habitats that support southern 
damselfly. Therefore the increased abstraction 
that may occur could result in a significant adverse 
effect. 
 
Development of 102,888 new homes in Hampshire 
may result in increased wastewater disposal into 
the Itchen and an associated change in water 
quality (principally due to nutrient enrichment) –
particularly since only 4,000 new homes can be 
connected to the existing STW at Chickenhall, and 
6000 at Harestock, according to the Environment 
Agency11. 
 
Development of 33,822 new homes in Eastleigh, 
Winchester and Southampton may also result in 
increased recreational pressure as the River 
Itchen flows through all three areas. 
 
The Southampton to West Midlands Rail Freight 
Upgrade (Policy T12) will require expansion of 48 
bridges and crossings, some of which cross the 
Itchen. However it is understood that the increase 
will be related to additional height clearance rather 
than width and therefore it is assumed that there 
will be no landtake from the SAC. 
 
The Eastleigh Chord (South East Plan 
Implementation Plan) will consist of a new section 
of double track railway to link the London-
Southampton main line and the Eastleigh-
Fareham line to the south of Eastleigh. However 
this will not have any ecological impact on the 
River Itchen SAC.12 
 
There may be off-site impacts on migratory 
salmon from the development of ports, waterside 
development and increased shipping. leading to 
increased pollution and disturbance. 

Yes Ports Policies 
 
Works detailed in Borough Coastal 
Management Plans 
 
Works detailed in Western Solent and 
Southampton Shoreline Management 
Plan 
 
Industrial regeneration proposals in 
Barton Park and Eastleigh 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 
 

Yes 

River 
Lambourn 

West Berkshire 27.27 • Rivers with floating 
vegetation often 
dominated by water-
crowfoot 

• Bullhead 
• Brook lamprey 

• The Lambourn has a characteristic flora 
dominated by pond water-crowfoot in the 
ephemeral upper reaches. In the 
downstream perennial sections this 
species is largely replaced by stream 
water-crowfoot. 

• The River Lambourn is a groundwater-
fed river.  So water quality is inherently 
high with low nutrient levels.   

• Review of water quality consents show 
that River Lambourn is in breach of EA 
phosphate level (0.06mg/l) for large 
percentage of river downstream of 
sewage works  

• Water quality 
• Flow regimes should be 

characteristic of the river. As a 
guideline, at least 90% of the 
naturalised daily mean flow should 
remain in the river throughout the 
year 

Development of 10,500 new houses in West 
Berkshire (Policy H1) may result in reduced water 
supply as this Borough is expected to experience 
a water resource deficit of between 1 and 4 mega 
litres per day by 202613. From this it is reasonable 
to assume that increased abstraction may occur 
from the Lambourn. 
 
Development of 10,500 new houses in West 
Berkshire (Policy H1) may result in increased 
wastewater disposal and water quality issues, 
particularly since the STW’s at Newbury, 
Hungerford and Kintbury can only service a further 
9,000 new homes according to the Environment 
Agency14. 
 
 

Yes  Housing allocations in Swindon under 
the South West Plan 

Yes 

                                                 
10 WRSE Report on the latest South East Plan Housing Provision and Distribution. Environment Agency. March 2006. 
11 Environment Agency. June 2006. Creating a Better Place: Planning for Water Quality and Growth in the South East. Version 10.4. http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/publications/research_reports.html 
12 Halcrow. 2002. South Coast Corridor Multi Modal Study Appraisal of SoCoMMS Strategy Prepared for Government Office for the South East 
13 WRSE Report on the latest South East Plan Housing Provision and Distribution. Environment Agency. March 2006. 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Rook Clift  West Sussex 10.82 • Mixed woodland on 
base-rich soils 
associated with 
rocky slopes 

• Rook Clift is the largest known remnant 
stand of Tilio-Acerion forests dominated 
by large-leaved lime in the south of 
England.  

• Appropriate management. As the woodlands are on steep slopes they are not 
considered to be particularly vulnerable to 
recreational pressure. 
 
Development of 8,600 new homes in Chichester 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution. 

Yes 
 

None Yes 

Salisbury 
Plain 

Hampshire. Wiltshire 21438.1 • Juniper on heaths 
or calcareous 
grasslands 

• Dry grasslands or 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 

• Dry grasslands or 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone 
(important orchid 
sites) 

• Marsh fritillary 
butterfly 

• This site is the best remaining example 
in the UK of lowland juniper scrub on 
chalk. Salisbury Plain is also believed to 
be the largest surviving semi-natural dry 
calcareous grassland within the EU. The 
site supports the largest UK population of 
the nationally scarce burnt orchid, 
together with significant populations of 
green-winged orchid and frog orchid. 
Salisbury Plain also supports a large 
population of marsh fritillary butterfly.  

• Maintenance of grazing pressures.
• Low numbers of military vehicles. 
• No construction of new roads and 

tracks to accommodate those 
vehicles. 

• Calcareous soils. 
• Regular management to keep 

surrounding vegetation open and 
allow seedlings to establish. 

• Prevention of rabbit grazing of 
seedlings 

None 
 

The interest features for which Salisbury Plain was 
designated as an SAC are not considered to be 
significantly affected by any increase in 
recreational pressure both due to the amount of 
the grassland resource relative to the number of 
recreational users and the fact that two-thirds of 
the Plain are not open to recreational activity.  

No Housing allocations within the South 
West Plan 
 
Ministry of Defence proposals for the 
site 

Yes 

Sandwich Bay Kent 1137.87 • Shifting dunes 
• Shifting dunes with 

marram 
• Dune grassland 
• Dunes with 

creeping willow 
• Humid dune slacks 

• Sandwich Bay is a largely inactive dune 
system with a particularly extensive 
representation of fixed dune grassland, 
the only large area of this habitat in the 
extreme southeast of England. The site 
supports the UK’s largest population of 
lizard orchid. 

• Scrub control – most Annex I 
habitat on the site takes the form of 
unmanaged 'rough' on golf 
courses. The damper areas are 
prone to invasion by willow/reed -
tall-fen vegetation.  

 

English Nature (Natural England) are already 
concerned about the potential impacts of air 
pollution from Kent International airport on the 
dune lichens at Pegwell Bay. Although the lichens 
themselves are not SAC interest features, the 
development of 6,500 new homes and 310,000 sq 
m of new business floorspace in Thanet (South 
East Plan pages 270 and 282) coupled with the 
expansion of Kent International Airport (Policies 
TN9 and EKA4) and associated increased car use 
may lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
deterioration in general dune vegetation quality.  

Yes Aviation White Paper Yes 

Shortheath 
Common 

Hampshire 58.94 • Very wet mires 
often identified by an 
unstable quaking 
surface 

• Dry heaths 
• Bog woodland 

• A valley mire forms the focal point of this 
site in the western Weald which also 
embraces a wide range of heathland 
habitats and woodland. Dry heathland 
and bog woodland are also present. 

• The bog component of the site was once 
a lake. The system is underestood to be 
groundwater fed. 

• Careful management of water 
levels. 

The requirement for an increase in primary 
aggregate extraction (Policy M3) may influence 
the mire due to greater abstraction required to 
supply mineral workings to the north of the site  
 
The development of 1,200 new homes in the East 
Hampshire District may result in increased 
recreational impacts on the heathland component 
of the site 
 
The development of 1,200 new homes in the East 
Hampshire District and associated increased car 
use may result in increased air quality impacts on 
the heathland component of the site 

Yes Whitehill Borden – redevelopment of 
MoD land in East Hampshire  – up to 
5,500 homes additional to allocations 
in the South East Plan. 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan 

Yes 

Singleton and 
Cocking 
Tunnels  

West Sussex 2.45 • Barbastelle bat 
• Bechstein’s bat 

• Hibernation roost for barbastelle and 
Bechstein’s bat. 

• Absence of disturbance. tunnel 
entrances covered by bat grill to 
prevent disturbance. 

• In a wider context, bats require 
good connectivity of landscape 
features to allow foraging and 
commuting.  

None - areas of undesignated woodland adjacent 
to SAC are likely to be of major foraging 
importance but are not likely to be developed or 
severed from the SAC in order to meet the 
housing requirements of the South East Plan. 
 

No None No 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
14 Environment Agency. June 2006. Creating a Better Place: Planning for Water Quality and Growth in the South East. Version 10.4. http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/publications/research_reports.html 



Page 16 of 62 

Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Solent and 
Isle of Wight 
Lagoons 

City of Portsmouth. 
Hampshire. Isle of 
Wight 

36.24 • Lagoons • The Solent on the south coast of 
England encompasses a series of coastal 
lagoons, including percolation, isolated 
and sluiced lagoons, which support a 
diverse fauna including large populations 
of three notable species: the nationally 
rare foxtail stonewort, the nationally 
scarce lagoon sand shrimp and the 
nationally scarce starlet sea anemone. 

• Although these lagoons are naturally 
high in nutrients, they are relatively 
sensitive to small nutrient increases due 
to the small amount of flushing. 

• These lagoons are generally vulnerable 
only to direct discharges, due to their 
physical separation from other 
waterbodies. If these discharges of 
freshwater are substantial, they can 
reduce the salinity of the lagoons. 

• Inputs of freshwater are generally 
restricted to small streams that feed into 
the lagoons 

• Seawater generally seems to enter these 
lagoons by percolation through the 
ground. 

 

• Salinity is the key water quality 
parameter for these lagoons. 
Therefore the relative balance of 
saltwater to freshwater inputs is 
critical. At the moment, most of 
these lagoons are considered to 
have a salt concentration that is 
below the desirable level (15 –
40%). 

• Sufficient space between the site 
and development to allow for 
managed retreat of intertidal 
habitats and avoid coastal 
squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native species. 

 

The discharges from several STW’s (such as 
Pennington and Banbridge), coupled with seepage 
from some landfill sites are currently considered to 
result in nutrient enrichment of some lagoons. The 
increased volume of STW discharges that can be 
expected due to: 
 

• 121,000 sq m of new business floorspace 
(Policy SH6) and 10,000 new homes within 
Fareham SDA (Policy H1). 

• 3,729 new homes within Fareham. 
• 16,300 new homes in Southampton (Policy 

H1). 
• 2,500 new homes in Gosport (Policy H1). 
• 4,138 new houses in New Forest District 

(Policy H1). 
• 14,700 new homes in Portsmouth (Policy 

H1). and 
• 297,000 sq m of new business floorspace on 

greenfield land around Portsmouth, Fareham, 
Gosport and Havant (Policy SH6). 

• 316,000 sq m of new business floorspace on 
greenfield land in south west Hampshire 
(Policy SH6) 

 
is likely to lead to an increase in nutrient inputs. 
 
All the above may also ultimately result in 
increased recreational pressure 
 
Portsmouth flood defence works, landward 
infrastructure improvements at the port (Policy 
T10), and the aforementioned house and business 
construction within the City may all contribute to 
coastal squeeze, thus preventing the natural 
relocation and redistribution of lagoons around the 
Solent. 
 
The expansion of Southampton port will 
presumably be associated with increased shipping 
movements, which could lead to increased 
incidental pollution. 
 
The Environment Agency currently considers that 
freshwater abstractions are likely to reduce the 
freshwater inputs to the lagoons and therefore 
have a positive effect through restoring salinity. 
However, excessive abstraction of freshwater 
would result in undesirable contraction of the 
lagoons. For the purposes of this assessment it is 
assumed that the Environment Agency would not 
permit such excessive abstraction. 

Yes Shellfishing activities 
 
Portsmouth Flood Defence Strategy 
 
Ports Policies 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan 
 
Existing consented abstractions and 
outfalls 
 

Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Solent 
Maritime 

City of Portsmouth. 
City of Southampton. 
Hampshire. Isle of 
Wight. West Sussex 

11325.09 • Estuaries 
• Cord grass swards  
• Atlantic salt 

meadows  
• Subtidal sandbanks 
• Intertidal mudflats 

and sandflats 
• Lagoons 
• Annual vegetation 

of drift lines 
• Coastal shingle 

vegetation outside 
the reach of waves 

• Glasswort and other 
annuals colonising 
mud and sand 

• Shifting dunes with 
marram 

• Desmoulin’s whorl 
snail 

• The Solent encompasses a major 
estuarine system on the south coast of 
England. The Solent and its inlets are 
unique in Europe for their hydrographic 
regime of four tides each day, and for the 
complexity of the marine and estuarine 
habitats present within the area. It is the 
only site for smooth cord-grass in the UK 
and contains the second-largest 
aggregation of Atlantic salt meadows in 
southern England. 

• Sufficient space between the site 
and development to allow for 
managed retreat of intertidal 
habitats and avoid coastal 
squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native species. 
• Maintenance of freshwater inputs.
• Balance of saline and non-saline 

conditions. 
• Maintenance of grazing 

 

The development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire (Policy H1) (coupled with 8,600 in 
Chichester) may result in reduced freshwater 
water inputs to the Solent via increased 
abstraction from the Itchen and the other 
rivers/streams that discharge into the SAC, since 
most Hampshire rivers ultimately drain to the 
Solent. 
 
Havant Thicket Reservoir (off the B2149 between 
Horndean and Rowlands Castle) (Policy NRM2) 
may require abstraction from streams that 
ultimately drain into Langstone Harbour – this may 
also reduce freshwater flows into the SAC. 
 
The discharges from several STW’s currently 
result in nutrient enrichment of the SAC, which has 
been associated with an increase in macroalgal 
growth. This is particularly the case since 
discharges from one site will drift across the entire 
coast. The increase in discharge quantities that 
can be expected due to: 
 

• 121,000 sq m of new business floorspace 
(Policy SH6) and 10,000 new homes within 
Fareham SDA (Policy H1). 

• 3,729 new homes in Fareham (Policy H1). 
• 10,400 new homes on the Isle of Wight 

(Policy H1). 
• 3,900 new homes in the southern Test 

Valley (Policy H1). 
• 4,138 new houses in New Forest District 

(Policy H1). 
• 16,300 new homes in Southampton (Policy 

H1). 
• 2,500 new homes in Gosport (Policy H1). 
• Projected expansion of Southampton Airport 

(Policy T9). 
• 14,700 new homes in Portsmouth (Policy 

H1). and 
• 297,000 sq m of new business floorspace on 

greenfield land around Portsmouth, Fareham, 
Gosport and Havant (Policy SH6). 

• 316,000 sq m of new business floorspace on 
greenfield land in south west Hampshire 
(Policy SH6) 

 
is therefore likely to lead to an increase in nutrient 
inputs. 
 
All the above may also result in increased 
recreational pressure. 
 
Portsmouth flood defence works, landward 
infrastructure improvements at the port (Policy 
T10), and the aforementioned house and business 
construction within the City may all contribute to 
coastal squeeze. The increase in primary 
aggregate extraction required under the South 
East Plan may also lead to a need for an increase 
in wharf capacity at Portsmouth and Southampton 
which could also exacerbate costal squeeze. If 
such works are also associated with sediment 
dredging, this may also result in an adverse 
impact on the SAC by accelerating erosion rates. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment (particularly since the A27 crosses par 
of the site), resulting in changes to the habitats of 
European importance 

Yes Shellfishing activities 
 
Royal Navy propose the dredging on a 
deeper channel within the Solent to 
accommodate the new generation of 
aircraft carriers 
 
Water transfer bweteen catchments in 
order to supply the Isle of Wight 
 
Portsmouth Flood Defence Strategy 
 
Ports Policies 
 
Aviation White Paper 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan  
 
Western Solent Shoreline 
Management Plan 
 
East Solent Coastal Management Plan
 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 
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Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
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Is there risk of a 
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combination? 

South Wight 
Maritime 

Isle of Wight 19862.71 • Reefs 
• Vegetated sea 

cliffs. 
• Sea caves 
 

• This site is selected on account of its 
variety of reef types and associated 
communities, including chalk, limestone 
and sandstone reefs. In addition, the 
western and eastern extremities of the 
site consist of high chalk cliffs with 
species-rich calcareous grassland 
vegetation, supporting important 
assemblages of nationally rare lichens. 

• These cliffs are minimally affected by sea 
defence works, which elsewhere disrupt 
ecological processes linked to coastal 
erosion, and together they form one of the 
longest lengths of naturally-developing 
soft cliffs on the UK coastline. The site 
also includes a number of either 
submerged or partially submerged sea 
caves including the only known location of 
subtidal chalk caves in the UK. 

• No dredging or land-claim of cliff 
habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native species. 
• Maintenance of grazing pressure 

 

Development of a further 10,400 new homes on 
the Isle of Wight (Policy H1) may lead to an 
increase in recreational pressure on this site 
 
The development of 10,400 new homes would 
only contribute to adverse coastal squeeze 
impacts on the features for which this site was 
designated if there was a need for associated 
flood defence works at the cliff face or in the sea. 
This is not currently anticipated to be the case. 

Yes Isle of Wight Coastal Defence 
Strategy 

Yes 

Stodmarsh Kent 564.64 • Desmoulin’s whorl 
snail 

• A sizeable population of Desmoulin’s 
whorl snail Vertigo moulinsiana lives 
beside ditches within pasture on the 
floodplain of the River Stour. 

• Maintenance of sufficient water to 
support marginal/marsh vegetation 
and high water quality. 

Development of Broad Oak Reservoir (Policy 
NRM2) and of 29,900 new houses (Policy H1) and 
833,000 sq m of new business floorspace in 
Ashford and Canterbury (South East Plan pages 
270 and 282) could result in increased abstraction 
from the River Stour. Abstraction takes place 
along the full length of the River Stour, however 
the River Stour as it flows through Stodmarsh is 
tidal (the tidal limit is at Fordwich) and therefore 
the effect of upstream abstraction is largely 
masked by tidal patterns. Broad Oak Reservoir is 
likely to abstract from downstream. Despite this, 
English Nature (Natural England) are concerned 
that drawdown of water from the site as a result of 
increased abstraction may mean that insufficient 
water will be retained within the ditch system to 
support the marginal vegetation that this snail 
requires. 
 
Development of 29,900 new homes and 833,000 
sq m of new business floorspace in Ashford and 
Canterbury may result in increased wastewater 
disposal into the River Stour and an associated 
decline in water quality, principally due to nutrient 
enrichment and decreases in dissolved oxygen. 
This may result in an adverse effect on the 
Desmoulin’s Whorl Snail. 
 
The part of the site that supports the snail is 
inaccessible to recreation. 

Yes All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 

Thanet Coast Kent 2803.84 • Reefs 
• Sea caves 

• Thanet Coast is the longest continuous 
stretch of coastal chalk in the UK. Thanet 
Coast provides the second most 
extensive representation of chalk caves in 
the UK. Coastal protection works have 
been constructed along 75% of the cliff 
face. 

 

• There is a need for low levels of 
recreational activity. 

• Minimal harvesting of bait and 
shellfish. 

• Sufficient space between the site 
and development to allow for 
managed retreat of intertidal 
habitats and avoid coastal 
squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native species. 

Development of 18,800 new homes (Policy H1) in 
Thanet, Dover and Canterbury may result in 
increased waterborne recreational pressure and 
damage to reefs. 
 
Development of 6,500 new homes, 310,000 sq m 
of new business floorspace (South East Plan 
pages 270 and 282) and the landward expansion 
of Ramsgate Port in Thanet15 (Policies TN10 and 
EKA5) is not considered likely to result in 
exacerbation of coastal squeeze, since the 
majority of coastline in this area is already 
developed up to the cliffs and given the 
predisposition in the South East Plan towards 
brownfield redevelopment, it is unlikely that the 
new housing allocations will be targeted towards 
the small amount of undeveloped area. 

Yes Marine SAC Management Scheme for 
Kent 

Yes 

                                                 
15 It is currently assumed that there will be no seaward expansion of Ramsgate Port 
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The Mens  West Sussex 203.28 • Beech forests on 
acid soil 

• Barbastelle bat 

• The Mens is an extensive area of mature 
beech woodland rich in lichens, 
bryophytes, fungi and saproxylic 
invertebrates, and is one of the largest 
tracts of Atlantic acidophilous beech 
forests in the south-eastern part of the 
habitat’s UK range. 

• It also supports “significant” Barbastelle 
bat population. 

• Tenure for nature conservation is secure, 
with the leasehold being held by Sussex 
Wildlife Trust. Registered Commoners 
and other smaller private Landowners 
practice low-level woodland maintenance 
/management and are encouraged to 
leave dead wood in situ.  

• The majority of this ancient Wealden 
woodland is managed as an area of 
minimum intervention. 

• Appropriate management. 
• Low recreational pressure 

(because management is minimum 
intervention). 

• Minimal air pollution - may 
increase the susceptibility of beech 
trees to disease and alter epiphytic 
communities. 

• In a wider context, bats require 
good connectivity of landscape 
features to allow foraging and 
commuting. 

 

Development of 8,600 new homes in Chichester 
and 12,400 in Horsham and associated increased 
car use may lead to increased nitrogen deposition 
within the site, particularly since the site is 
bisected by the A272. 
 
Risk of severance/loss of bat flight lines between 
SAC and surrounding landscape by 
development/roads. 
 
 

Yes West Weald Countryside Project Yes 

The New 
Forest1 

Hampshire. Wiltshire 29262.36 • Nutrient poor 
shallow waters with 
aquatic vegetation 
on sandy plains  

• Clear water lakes or 
lochs with aquatic 
vegetation and poor 
to moderate nutrient 
levels  

• Wet heathland with 
cross-leaved heath 

• Dry heaths 
• Purple moor-grass 

meadows 
• Depressions on 

peat substrates  
• Beech forests on 

acid soils 
• Beech forests on 

neutral to rich soils 
• Dry oak-dominated 

woodland 
• Bog woodland 
• Alder woodland on 

floodplains 
• Very wet mires 

often identified by an 
unstable quaking 
surface 

• Calcium-rich 
springwater-fed fens 

• Southern damselfly 
• Stag beetle 
• Great crested newt 

• The New Forest is the largest area of 
mature, semi-natural beech woodland in 
Britain.  

• The New Forest contains the most 
extensive stands of lowland northern 
Atlantic wet heaths in southern England. 

• There are no major aquifers in the New 
Forest. Abstraction is principally from 
minor sand aquifers or from surface 
waters for the purposes of agriculture. 

• Carefully balanced hydrological 
regime to maintain wet heath, 
mires and pools. 

• Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution (nitrogen 

deposition can cause compositional 
changes over time). 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Minimal nutrient inputs. 
• Low recreational pressure. 
• Maintenance of grazing regime 

Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District is unlikely to result in increased 
wastewater disposal and water quality issues 
within the SAC, as most effluent from the district 
discharges into the Solent, Southampton Water 
and the River Avon. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire, expansion of Southampton Port and 
consequent increased traffic may cause reduced 
air quality given that several major roads 
(M27/A31, A35, A337, A326) cross the site. This 
may be exacerbated by the required increase in 
primary aggregate extraction and landfill capacity 
as this will result in increased movements of heavy 
vehicles on the aforementioned roads. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire may ultimately result in increased 
recreational pressure on this site given that this 
site is a major recreational resource within the 
County and is perceived to be suffering from 
excessive recreational activity. 
 
This site is also vulnerable to region-wide air 
pollution from across the south-east. 

Yes Housing and primary aggregate 
allocations within the South West Plan
 
Details of the Hampshire Minerals Plan
 
Details of the Dorset Minerals Plan 
 
Details of the Hampshire Waste Plan 
 
Expansion of Bournemouth Airport 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 
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The Wash Lincolnshire. Norfolk 107,761.00 • Subtidal sandbanks. 
• Intertidal mudflats 

and sandflats. 
• Shallow inlets and 

bays. 
• Reefs. 
• Mediterranean 

saltmarsh scrub. 
• Lagoons. 
• Common seal. 
• Otter 

The Wash and North Norfolk Coast is one of 
the most diverse coastal systems in Britain. 

• Sufficient space between the site 
and development to allow for 
managed retreat of intertidal 
habitats and avoid coastal 
squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native species. 
• Maintenance of freshwater inputs.
• Balance of saline and non-saline 

conditions. 
• Minimal disturbance of seals and 

otter populations 
• Minimal activities that alter 

sediment characteristics. 

None 
 
Milton Keynes abstracts water from and 
discharges treated effluent to the River Great 
Ouse, which ultimately drains to The Wash (as 
opposed to Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire which generally discharge into 
watercourses that ultimately drain to the River 
Thames). Development of approximately 48,800 
new homes within Milton Keynes (Policy H1) will 
lead to an increased volume of effluent discharge 
into the River Great Ouse, which may result in a 
decline in water quality within the river. However, 
the dilution factor that would be experienced upon 
discharge into The Wash (given that four major 
rivers discharge into a bay of more than 100,000 
ha) is likely to render any increase negligible. 

No East of England Plan – the contribution 
of the 48,800 new homes at Milton 
Keynes to a deterioration in water 
quality in The Wash, when considered 
in combination with all the other new 
developments that will discharge into 
the Rivers Great Ouse, Witham, 
Welland and Nene, may be significant.

Yes 



Page 21 of 62 

Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Thursley, Ash, 
Pirbright and 
Chobham 

Surrey 5138 • Wet heathland with 
cross-leaved heath 

• Dry heaths 
• Depressions on peat 

substrates 

• Important site for invertebrates. • Traditional management, 
including grazing, bracken control 
and scrub clearance. 

• Water levels. 
• Managed recreational 

disturbance. 
• Absence or management of 

urbanization effects, e.g. fires, fly 
tipping, introduction of non-native 
species (e.g. Shallon). 

• Minimal atmospheric or direct 
pollution (there are problems with 
unconsented diffuse discharges 
from agricultural fertilization 
causing eutrophication). 

• Water quality. 

Increased visitor numbers due to increase in 
housing within visitor radius (15,400 within East 
Hampshire, Hart and Rushmoor (Hampshire), 
10,789 within Bracknell Forest (Berkshire) and 
19,620 in western Surrey) (Policy H1). Generally, 
urbanisation leads to more fires, more fly tipping 
etc. 
 
Increased traffic, with localized air quality 
implications on various roads that cross the SAC 
(including M3 and A3). 
 
Risk of effects on water levels if future water 
needs lead to abstraction from Folkestone beds 
(which is in hydraulic continuity with the 
heathlands) as well as the Hythe beds. 

Yes All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 

Windsor 
Forest and 
Great Park 

Bracknell Forest. 
Surrey. Windsor and 
Maidenhead 

1687.26 • Dry oak-dominated 
woodland 

• Beech forests on acid 
soils 

• Violet click beetle  

• Site has the largest number of veteran 
oaks in Britain (and probably in Europe).  
Identified as of potential international 
importance for its saproxylic (deadwood) 
invertebrate fauna. The site is thought to 
support the largest of the known 
populations of violet click beetle in the UK.  
The special invertebrate interest is heavily 
dependent upon a continuous supply of 
very old and decaying trees. 

• Trees are suffering, perhaps from a 
combination of drought, higher average 
temperatures and air quality issues. 

• Minimal atmospheric pollution - may 
increase the susceptibility of beech 
trees to disease and alter epiphytic 
(lichen) communities. 

• Managed public access (site is 
already heavily accessed). 

• Appropriate management. 

Development of 16,400 new houses in Windsor & 
Maidenhead and Bracknell Forest (Policy H1) and 
consequent increased traffic may cause reduced 
air quality, particularly since the site lies adjacent 
to the A329. 
 
Although recreational pressure on this site is high, 
English Nature (Natural England) has commented 
that increased recreational activity will not 
adversely affect the interest features for which the 
site was designated16. This is therefore ruled out 
as an impact.  
 
In addition, development of 2,920 new houses in 
the adjacent Surrey borough of Runnymede may 
also result in increased air pollution and 
recreational pressure given that it is situated 
immediately adjacent to the site. 

Yes Proposals by the Crown Estate to 
enhance visitor experience (The Royal 
Landscape) are likely to include 
improved visitor management. 
 
Expansion of Heathrow airport would 
increase traffic, increase air pollution 
and promote additional development 
(and thus more recreational pressure).
 
Risk of additional recreational pressure 
from site being proposed as a SANG 
for Thames Basin Heaths SPA. 
 
Housing allocations within the London 
Plan may increase recreational 
pressure 

Yes 

Woolmer 
Forest 

Hampshire 666.68 • Acid peat-stained 
lakes and ponds 

• Dry heaths 
• Depressions on 

peat substrates 
• Wet heathland with 

cross-leaved heath 
• Very wet mires 

often identified by an 
unstable quaking 
surface 

• Woolmer Forest contains the second 
largest area of lowland heathland in 
Hampshire. 

• Careful management of water 
levels 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 

The development of 102,888 new homes in 
Hampshire will contribute considerably to air 
quality impacts on this site, as the A3 and A325 
are situated immediately adjacent and it is 
reasonable to assume that increased housing will 
lead to increased traffic movements. 
 
Development of 1,200 new homes in the East 
Hampshire District is not expected to affect the 
hydrological process on the mire, as this district 
will have a water resource surplus of up to 1 mega 
litre per day by 202617. 
 
Development of 14,400 new homes within East 
Hampshire and the adjacent Boroughs of 
Waverley (Surrey) and Chichester (West Sussex) 
will lead to increased recreational pressure on this 
site, as it is a key area of recreational land in this 
part of Hampshire 

Yes Whitehill Borden – redevelopment of 
MoD land in East Hampshire  – up to 
5,500 homes additional to allocations 
in the South East Plan. 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 
 

 

                                                 
16 David Payne, SEERA, personal communication relating to discussions over the Thames Basin Heaths Delivery Plan 
17 WRSE Report on the latest South East Plan Housing Provision and Distribution. Environment Agency. March 2006. 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features4 Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions to 
Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Wye and 
Crundale 
Downs 

Kent 112.24 • Dry grasslands and 
scrublands on chalk 
or limestone, 
including important 
orchid sites 

• Wye and Crundale Downs consists of 
semi-natural calcareous grassland. It has 
an important assemblage of rare, scarce 
and uncommon orchids, including early 
spider-orchid, burnt orchid, lady orchid 
and the largest UK colony of late spider 
orchid, representing about 50% of the 
national population. 

• Maintenance of grazing 
• Minimal recreational trampling 
• Minimal air pollution – nitrogen 

deposition may cause reduction in 
diversity, sulphur deposition can 
cause acidification 

• Absence of direct fertilisation 
• Well-drained soils 

Development of 35,000 new homes (Policy H1) in 
Ashford, Shepway and Canterbury and the 
expansion of the nearby Wye Campus of Imperial 
College (Policy EKA7) may result in substantially 
increased recreational pressure. 
 
The development of 35,000 new homes and 1 
million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Ashford, Shepway and Canterbury (South East 
Plan pages 270 and 282), and associated 
increased car use may lead to increased 
atmospheric pollution and acidification of chalk 
grassland. 

Yes None Yes 
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Table 3: Special Protection Areas that were assessed for significant adverse effects of the South East Plan18 
 
Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation Importance Key Environmental Conditions 

to Support Site Integrity 
Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 

Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant effect 
in combination?

Arun Valley West Sussex 528.62 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following species: 
  
Bewick’s swan  
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
at least 20,000 
waterfowl 

• The Arun Valley is a Prime Biodiversity Area.
• RSPB reserve. 
• Nature Reserve (Sussex Wildlife Trust). 

 

• Water level. 
• Water flow. 
• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment of water. 
• Appropriate management: 

grazing. 

Development of 12,400 new dwellings in Horsham 
district, 9,300 in Arun and 7000 in Crawley may 
result in increased water abstraction and reduced/ 
altered water supply 
 
Development of 28,700 new homes in Horsham, 
Arun and Crawley districts may result in increased 
wastewater disposal and an associated change in 
water quality (principally due to nutrient 
enrichment) – particularly since only 3,760 new 
homes can be connected to the existing STW at 
Horsham and 640 at Pulborough, according to the 
Environment Agency19. Furthermore, the increased 
discharge volumes associated with development 
may lead to nutrient enrichment. 
 
Development of 12,400 new dwellings in Horsham 
district, 9,300 in Arun and 7000 in Crawley may 
result in increased recreational pressure (including 
wildfowling). 

Yes None Yes 

Ashdown Forest East Sussex 2729 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following species: 
  
Nightjar 
Dartford warbler  
 

 • Minimal air pollution 
(nitrogen deposition can 
cause compositional changes 
over time) 

• Use of grazing management 
to prevent succession  

• Balanced hydrological 
regime to maintain wet heath. 

• Recreational disturbance 
• Absence of urbanisation 
• Relatively unpolluted water 

of roughly neutral pH. 

Development in Mid Sussex, Wealden and beyond 
(Policy H1) may result in increased recreational 
pressure causing erosion and making it more 
difficult to manage the site by grazing. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 
 

Yes None Yes 

Avon Valley Dorset. Hampshire 1385.08 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following species: 
  
Bewick’s swan 
Gadwall  

 • Maintenance of appropriate 
hydrological regime. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Appropriate grazing regime 

 
 

Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District (Policy H1) and the requirement for greater 
primary aggregate extraction20 may result in 
increased abstraction from the Avon, as parts of 
New Forest District are expected to experience a 
water resource deficit of between 1 and 4 mega 
litres per day by 202621. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire may result in increased wastewater 
disposal into the Avon (for example, from 
Ringwood Sewage Treatment Works) and an 
associated decline in water quality. 
 

Yes Housing allocations within the South West 
Plan 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 

                                                 
18 Sites shaded green were screened out of the assessment 
19 Environment Agency. June 2006. Creating a Better Place: Planning for Water Quality and Growth in the South East. Version 10.4. http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/publications/research_reports.html 
20 Greater mineral extraction may require greater water use in the extraction process 
21 WRSE Report on the latest South East Plan Housing Provision and Distribution. Environment Agency. March 2006. 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation Importance Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant effect 
in combination?

Benfleet and 
Southend 
Marshes 

Essex. Southend 
on Sea 

2251.31 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
  
Ringed Plover  
Dark-bellied Brent 
Goose  
Grey Plover 
Knot  
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
at least 20,000 
waterfowl 

Benfleet and Southend Marshes are located on the
north shore of the outer Thames Estuary. The site
comprises an extensive series of saltmarshes,
cockle shell banks, mud-flats, and grassland that
supports a diverse flora and fauna. The productive
mud-flats, cockle shell banks and diverse
saltmarsh communities provide a wide range of
feeding and roosting opportunities.  

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

Development of 41,300 new homes and 2.1 million 
sq m of new business floorspace in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford may result in increased 
volumes of effluent disposal into the Estuary. 
Some of this may reach the Benfleet and Southend 
Marshes and lead to a decline in water quality, 
principally due to increased nutrient inputs. 
However, given the distance of the site from the 
points of discharge within the southeast, any 
contribution is likely to be minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford) may result in increased 
recreational pressure on the SPA, due to tourism. 
However, given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be minor. 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan  
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 
 
 

Yes 

Blackwater 
Estuary (Mid-
Essex Coast 
Phase 4) 

Essex 4395.15 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Avocet 
Golden plover 
Hen Harrier 
Ruff 
Ringed plover 
Back-tailed godwit 
Dark-bellied Brent goose 
Dunlin 
Grey plover 
Redshank 
Shelduck 
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
109,815 waterfowl 

The Blackwater Estuary is located on the coast of
Essex in eastern England. It is the largest estuary
in Essex and is one of the largest estuarine
complexes in East Anglia.  

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that discharge 
into the Thames Estuary cannot cope with the 
increased capacity. However, development of 
41,300 new homes and 2.1 million sq m of new 
business floorspace in Medway, Gravesham and 
Dartford may result in increased volumes of 
effluent disposal into the Estuary. Some of this 
may reach the Blackwater Estuaryi and lead to a 
decline in water quality, principally due to 
increased nutrient inputs. However, given the 
distance of the site from the points of discharge 
within the southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford) may result in increased 
recreational pressure on the SPA, due to tourism. 
However, given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be minor. 
 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 
 
Blackwater Estuary Management Plan 

Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation Importance Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant effect 
in combination?

Chichester and 
Langstone 
Harbours 

City of Portsmouth. 
Hampshire. West 
Sussex 

5810.03 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following species: 
 
Little Tern 
Sandwich Tern 
Bar-tailed Godwit  
Little Egret  
Ringed Plover  
Black-tailed Godwit  
Dark-bellied Brent 
Goose  
Dunlin 
Grey Plover  
Redshank  
Ringed Plover  
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
93,142 waterfowl 
 
 

• The SPA comprises two large, sheltered
estuarine basins on the central south coast of
England. Langstone Harbour is fringed by
urban and industrial development, whereas
Chichester is surrounded mainly by high-
grade farmland. 

• The site extensive intertidal mud and sand
flats with eelgrass Zostera spp. beds, large
areas of mixed saltmarsh and extensive cord-
grass Spartina spp. swards in an advanced
state of degeneration. Fringing habitats
include shingle spits, saline, brackish and
freshwater lagoons, coastal grazing marsh
and deciduous woodland. 

 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment of water. 
• Absence of non-native 

species e.g. from shipping 
activity. 

• Maintenance of appropriate 
hydrological regime, e.g. 
freshwater flows at heads of 
channels are important for 
birds to preen, drink and 
feed. 

• Short grasslands 
surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource for Brent goose. 

Development of 8,600 new houses in Chichester 
(coupled with 6,301 in Havant District) (Policy H1) 
may result in reduced freshwater water inputs to 
Chichester & Langstone Harbours via increased 
abstraction from the rivers and streams that feed 
into the harbours.  
 
Havant Thicket Reservoir (off the B2149 between 
Horndean and Rowlands Castle) (Policy NRM2) 
may require abstraction from streams that 
ultimately drain into Langstone Harbour – this may 
further reduce freshwater flows into the SPA. 
 
Discharges from STW’s currently result in nutrient 
enrichment of the SPA, which has been associated 
with an increase in macroalgal growth. The 
increased discharge volumes associated with 
development of 6,301 new houses in Havant 
District and 8,600 new houses in Chichester 
(Policy H1) may therefore lead to further nutrient 
enrichment. 
 
Development of 29,601 new houses in Chichester, 
Portsmouth and Havant may ultimately result in 
coastal squeeze and increased recreational 
pressure (including aquatic activities) on this site. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment (particularly since the A259 lies close 
to the site), resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 
 
Development of 6,301 new houses in Havant 
District may also result in loss of valuable foraging 
habitat for Brent geese, if focussed on Langstone 
Harbour 

Yes Shellfishing activities 
 
Royal Navy propose the dredging on a 
deeper channel within the Solent to 
accommodate the new generation of 
aircraft carriers 
 
Water transfer between catchments in 
order to supply the Isle of Wight 
 
Portsmouth Flood Defence Strategy 
 
Ports Policies 
 
Aviation White Paper 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan  
 
Western Solent Shoreline Management 
Plan 
 
East Solent Coastal Management Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 
 

Yes 

Crouch & Roach 
Estuaries (Mid 
Essex Coast 
Phase 3) 

Essex 1735.58 Populations of European 
importance of dark-
bellied Brent goose 
 

The Crouch and Roach Estuaries are located on
the coast of south Essex in eastern England. The
intertidal zone along the Rivers Crouch and Roach
is 'squeezed' between the sea walls along both
banks and the river channel. Unlike more
extensive estuaries elsewhere in Essex, this
leaves a relatively narrow strip of tidal mud which, 
nonetheless, is used by significant numbers of
birds. 
.  

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that discharge 
into the Thames Estuary cannot cope with the 
increased capacity. However, development of 
41,300 new homes and 2.1 million sq m of new 
business floorspace in Medway, Gravesham and 
Dartford may result in increased volumes of 
effluent disposal into the Estuary. Some of this 
may reach the Crouch and Roach Estuaries and 
lead to a decline in water quality, principally due to 
increased nutrient inputs. However, given the 
distance of the site from the points of discharge 
within the southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford) may result in increased 
recreational pressure on the SPA, due to tourism. 
However, given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be minor. 
 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 
 
Crouch & Roach Estuary Management 
Plan 

Yes 
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Dengie (Mid 
Essex Coast 
Phase 1) 

Essex 3127.23 Populations of European 
importance of bar-tailed 
godwit, hen harrier, grey 
plover and knot. 
 

Dengie is located on the coast of Essex in eastern
England. It is a large and remote area of tidal mud-
flats and saltmarshes at the eastern end of the 
Dengie peninsula, between the adjacent
Blackwater and Crouch Estuaries. The saltmarsh
is the largest continuous example of its type in
Essex.  

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that discharge 
into the Thames Estuary cannot cope with the 
increased capacity. However, development of 
41,300 new homes and 2.1 million sq m of new 
business floorspace in Medway, Gravesham and 
Dartford may result in increased volumes of 
effluent disposal into the Estuary. Some of this 
may reach the Dengie SPA and lead to a decline in 
water quality, principally due to increased nutrient 
inputs. However, given the distance of the site 
from the points of discharge within the southeast, 
any contribution is likely to be minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford) may result in increased 
recreational pressure on the SPA, due to tourism. 
However, given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be minor. 
 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 

Yes 

Dorset 
Heathlands 

Bournemouth. 
Dorset. Hampshire. 
Poole 

8168.79 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following species: 
 
Dartford Warbler  
Nightjar  
Woodlark  
Hen Harrier 
Merlin  
 

 • Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution 

(nitrogen deposition can 
cause compositional changes 
over time). 

• Unpolluted water 
• Unfragmented habitat 
• Minimal recreational 

pressure and a low incidence 
of wildfires. 

• Appropriate grazing 
pressure 

 

Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District (Policy H1) may result in increased water 
abstraction from the Avon and a reduction in water 
supply to the Dorset Heaths.  
 
Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District (Policy H1) may result in increased 
wastewater disposal and water quality issues. 
 
Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District (Policy H1) may result in increased 
recreational pressure on this site. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 
 
It may be necessary for the extant quarries on site 
to increase production or remain active for longer 
in order to meet the required primary aggregate 
capacity of 2.63 million tonnes per annum for 
Hampshire (Policy M3) 

Yes Housing allocations within the South West 
Plan 
 
Bournemouth Airport Expansion 
proposals 
 
Aviation White Paper 

Yes 
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Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
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Dungeness to 
Pett Level 
 

East Sussex. Kent 1474.04 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Common Tern  
Little Tern  
Mediterranean Gull  
Aquatic Warbler  
Bewick's Swan  
Shoveler 
 

The boundary of this site is currently under
revision to include coastal areas.  

• Maintenance of grazing / 
mowing regimes 

• Maintenance of groundwater 
and surface water levels 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

Development of 14,900 new homes (Policy H1) in 
Rother, Hastings and Shepway (adjacent Kent 
Districts) may result in increased recreational 
pressure, but the site is reasonably well protected 
from visitor disturbance and it is considered to be 
manageable. 
 
Given that abstraction from the watercourses 
which feed into the SPA is already considered to 
have caused damage (Dover Water Services 
report saline intrusion into the aquifer under 
Dungeness), development of a further 10,700 new 
homes and 236,000 sq m of new business 
floorspace in Shepway and Rother (South East 
Plan pages 270 and 282) is likely to have an 
adverse effect on the habitats that support the bird 
species for which the site was designated. 
 
Development of 10,700 new homes and 236,000 
sq m of new business floorspace in Shepway and 
Rother may result in increased wastewater 
disposal into the Dungeness SPA and an 
associated change in water quality, principally due 
to nutrient enrichment. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment (particularly since the site lies close to 
the A259), resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 
 
Although there may be an increase in aggregate 
extraction within the SPA, as result of the need to 
meet increased primary aggregate targets (Policy 
M3), this is not considered to be injurious to the 
SPA and in the long-term will result in creation of 
new habitat features. 

Yes Location of renewable energy proposals 
 
Decommissioning of Dungeness nuclear 
power station 

Yes 

Foulness (Mid-
Essex Coast 
Phase 5) 

  Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Avocet 
Common Tern 
Little Tern 
Sandwich Tern 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
Golden Plover 
Hen Harrier 
Redshank 
Dark-bellied Brent 
Grey Plover 
Knot 
Oystercatcher 
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
at least 20,000 
waterfowl 

Foulness is located on the coast of Essex, on the
east coast of England north of the mouth of the
Thames estuary. The site is part of an open coast
estuarine system comprising grazing marsh,
saltmarsh, intertidal mud-flats, cockle-shell banks 
and sand-flats. 

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that discharge 
into the Thames Estuary cannot cope with the 
increased capacity. However, development of 
41,300 new homes and 2.1 million sq m of new 
business floorspace in Medway, Gravesham and 
Dartford may result in increased volumes of 
effluent disposal into the Estuary. Some of this 
may reach the Foulness SPA and lead to a decline 
in water quality, principally due to increased 
nutrient inputs. However, given the distance of the 
site from the points of discharge within the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford) may result in increased 
recreational pressure on the SPA, due to tourism. 
However, given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be minor. 
 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 

Yes 
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Medway Estuary 
and Marshes 

Kent. Medway 4684.36 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Avocet  
Little Tern  
Ringed Plover  
Black-tailed Godwit  
Dark-bellied Brent 
Goose  
Dunlin  
Grey Plover  
Pintail  
Redshank  
Shelduck  
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
at least 65,274 
waterfowl 

• Surrounding undesignated mudflats are of
value to the functioning of the site as they are
part of the feeding and roosting areas
required by the bird populations. 

• Saltmarsh is of key importance, particularly 
on the islands 

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species and control of cord 
grass encroachment. 

• Balance of saline and non-
saline conditions 

• Short grasslands 
surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource. 

 

Development of 49,600 new homes (Policy H1) in 
Medway, Gravesham, Swale and Dartford may 
result in increased recreational pressure given that 
this site is already under extensive recreational 
pressure (from waterborne users in addition to 
walkers, microlight aircraft etc) that is difficult to 
manage. 
 
The aforementioned development, coupled with 
785,000 sq m of new business floorspace in 
Medway (South East Plan pages 270 and 282) and 
landward expansion of the Medway Ports (Policies 
TN10 and EKA5) may also contribute to coastal 
squeeze and thus, loss of habitat. 
 
The River Medway supplies the Medway Estuary 
with freshwater. this has a number of contributory 
rivers and streams, including the River Teise, River 
Len and Leybourne Stream.  Environment Agency 
advice is that there are sufficient alternative 
abstraction points to supply the further 122,000 
new homes within Kent that damaging levels of 
abstraction from the Medway Estuary catchment 
are unlikely to be permitted. This is therefore ruled 
out as an impact. 
 
Environment Agency advice is that, while nutrient 
levels within the Medway Estuary are high, this 
does not result in the smothering macroalgall 
growth that is having an adverse effect upon the 
Solent European sites. There is therefore not 
anticipated to be any significant deterioration of the 
SPA due to increased wastewater disposal as a 
result of development of 16,300 new homes and 
785,000 sq m of new business floorspace in 
Medway. This is therefore ruled out as an impact. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 
 
Development of 49,600 new homes (Policy H1) in 
Medway, Gravesham, Swale and Dartford may 
also result in loss of valuable off-site foraging 
habitat designated species. 
 
Expansion of the Medway ports will presumably be 
associated with increased shipping movements, 
which could lead to increased incidental pollution. 
It is assumed that there will be no seaward 
expansion of the ports as a result of the South 
East Plan. 

Yes Housing allocations within the London 
Plan and East of England Plan 
 
Plans for a new waste incinerator, wind 
farm and gas power station on the Isle of 
Grain could result in disturbance of birds 
in the SPA due to associated shipping 
movements 
 
Proposal for a National Grid pipeline from 
the Isle of Grain to Gravesham 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 
 
Expansion of the Medway Ports (which 
may require upgrade of the A228 and rail 
links to Thamesport) 
 
Medway and Swale Shoreline 
Management Plan 
 

Yes 
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New Forest Hampshire. 
Wiltshire 

28002.81 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Dartford Warbler 
Honey Buzzard  
Nightjar  
Woodlark  
Hen Harrier 
 

• A recent decline in waders. redshank,
lapwing, curlew and snipe may in part be due
to the effects of walkers and particularly those
with dogs, as well as low water levels
affecting the wetland habitats.  

• Most of the valley mires in the Forest have 
been damaged in the past by drainage, which
has caused drying out of the peat layers. 

•  Carefully balanced 
hydrological regime to 
maintain wet heath, mires 
and pools. 

• Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution 

(nitrogen deposition can 
cause compositional changes 
over time). 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Minimal nutrient inputs. 
• Low recreational pressure. 
• Appropriate grazing regime 

  

Development of 4,138 new houses in New Forest 
District may result in increased wastewater 
disposal and water quality issues. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire may ultimately result in increased 
recreational pressure on this site given that this 
site is a major recreational resource within the 
County and is perceived to be suffering from 
excessive recreational activity. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 

Yes Housing and primary aggregate 
allocations within the South West Plan 
 
Details of the Hampshire Minerals Plan 
 
Details of the Dorset Minerals Plan 
 
Details of the Hampshire Waste Plan 
 
Expansion of Bournemouth Airport 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 

Pagham Harbour  West Sussex 636.68 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Little tern 
Ruff 
Pintail 

• Pagham Harbour comprises an extensive
central area of salt marsh and tidal mudflats,
with surrounding habitats including lagoons,
shingle, open water, reed swamp and wet
permanent grassland. 

• Nature Reserve. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment of water. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Maintenance of appropriate 

hydrological regime. 

Development of 9,300 new dwellings in Arun 
district and 8,600 new units in Chichester district 
may result in increased recreational pressure on 
site. 
 
The proposed development may result in reduced 
freshwater water inputs to the SPA via increased 
abstraction from the rivers and streams that feed 
into the harbour.  
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend 
 
Development of 17,900 new homes in Pagham 
and Chichester districts may result in increased 
wastewater disposal into Pagham Harbour and an 
associated change in water quality (principally due 
to nutrient enrichment) – particularly since only 
1,420 new homes can be connected to the existing 
STW at Sidlesham and 620 at Pagham, according 
to the Environment Agency22.  

Yes Managed realignment  Yes 

Porton Down Hampshire. 
Wiltshire 

1237.04 Nationally important site 
(10.5% of total British 
population) for stone 
curlew 

 • Maintenance of grazing 
pressures. 

• Creation of areas of bare 
ground for nesting. 

• Low numbers of military 
vehicles. 

• No construction of new 
roads and tracks to 
accommodate those 
vehicles. 

None – access to the site by non MoD staff is 
highly restricted and regulated 

No Ministry of Defence proposals for the site 
are carried out in consultation with English 
Nature (Natural England) 

No 

                                                 
22 Environment Agency. June 2006. Creating a Better Place: Planning for Water Quality and Growth in the South East. Version 10.4. http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/publications/research_reports.html 
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Portsmouth 
Harbour 

City of Portsmouth. 
Hampshire 

1248.77 Nationally important 
wintering populations of 
Brent goose 

 •  Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Low levels of recreational 

pressure both on shore and 
offshore can avoid 
disturbance effects during 
sensitive (over-wintering) 
periods. 

• Freshwater inputs are of 
value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Short grasslands 
surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource. 

The development of 24,168 new houses in 
Winchester and Fareham Districts (Policy H1) may 
result in reduced freshwater water inputs to 
Portsmouth Harbour via increased abstraction from 
the River Wallington.  
 
The discharges from STW’s currently result in 
nutrient enrichment of the SPA, which has been 
associated with an increase in macroalgal growth. 
The increase in discharges that can be expected 
due to: 
 

• 23,601 new homes in Portsmouth, Gosport 
and Havant (Policy H1). and 

• 297,000 sq m of new business floorspace 
around Portsmouth, Fareham, Gosport and 
Havant (Policy SH6) 

 
are likely to lead to an increase in nutrient inputs. 
 
All the above may also ultimately result in 
increased recreational pressure. 

 
Portsmouth flood defence works, landward 
infrastructure improvements at the port (Policy 
T10), and the aforementioned house and business 
construction within the City may all contribute to 
coastal squeeze. The increase in primary 
aggregate extraction required under the South 
East Plan may also lead to a need for an increase 
in wharf capacity at Portsmouth which could also 
exacerbate costal squeeze. If such works are also 
associated with sediment dredging, this may also 
result in an adverse impact on the SPA by 
accelerating erosion rates 
 
Expansion of Southampton port will presumably be 
associated with increased shipping movements, 
which could lead to increased incidental pollution. 
However, most pollution on this site is considered 
to come from diffuse overseas sources via the 
North Sea. 
 
Development of 23,601 new homes (Policy H1) in 
Portsmouth, Gosport & Havant may also result in 
loss of valuable off-site foraging habitat designated 
species. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 

Yes Bournemouth Airport expansion proposals 
(reference to 8 km bird exclusion zones) 
 
Shellfishing activities 
 
Royal Navy propose the dredging on a 
deeper channel within the Solent to 
accommodate the new generation of 
aircraft carriers 
 
Water transfer bweteen catchments in 
order to supply the Isle of Wight 
 
Portsmouth Flood Defence Strategy 
 
Ports Policies 
 
Aviation White Paper 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan  
 
Western Solent Shoreline Management 
Plan 
 
East Solent Coastal Management Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 
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Salisbury Plain Hampshire. 
Wiltshire 

19688.88 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Stone curlew 
Hen harrier 

 • Maintenance of grazing 
pressures. 

• Creation of areas of bare 
ground for nesting. 

• Low amounts of human 
activity on foot (particularly 
with dogs) 

 

Stone curlews are extremely sensitive to human 
activity (as opposed to vehicles). However, over 
90% of Salisbury Plain SPA lies within the South 
West and the majority of recreational users are 
from the surrounding Wiltshire villages. Moreover, 
two-thirds of the Plain are not open to any form of 
recreational activity. Therefore the allocation of 
5,000 new houses to the Test Valley (north) is not 
considered to lead to a significant effect on this 
site. 

No Housing allocations within the South West 
Plan 
 
Ministry of Defence proposals for the site, 
although these are carried out in 
consultation with English Nature (Natural 
England) 

Yes 



Page 32 of 62 

Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation Importance Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant effect 
in combination?

Solent and 
Southampton 
Water 

Hampshire. Isle of 
Wight. 
Southampton 

5505.86 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Common Tern  
Little Tern  
Mediterranean Gull  
Roseate Tern  
Sandwich Tern  
Black-tailed Godwit  
Dark-bellied Brent 
Goose  
Ringed Plover  
Teal 
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
at least 53,948 
waterfowl 

 • Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Low levels of recreational 

pressure both on shore and 
offshore can avoid 
disturbance effects during 
sensitive (over-wintering) 
periods. 

• Freshwater inputs are of 
value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Low amounts of silt loss. 
• Short grasslands 

surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource. 

The development of 17,522 new houses in 
Winchester and Eastleigh Districts (coupled with 
8,600 in Chichester) (Policy H1) may result in 
reduced/altered freshwater water inputs to the 
Solent via increased abstraction from the Itchen 
and other watercourses that discharge into the 
SPA.  
 
The discharges from STW’s currently result in 
nutrient enrichment of the SPA, which has been 
associated with an increase in macroalgal growth. 
The increase in discharges that can be expected 
due to: 
 

• 121,000 sq m of new business floorspace 
(Policy SH6) and 10,000 new homes within 
Fareham SDA (Policy H1). 

• 3,729 new homes within Fareham. 
• 10,400 new homes on the Isle of Wight 

(Policy H1). 
• 3,900 new homes in the southern Test Valley 

(Policy H1). 
• 4,138 new houses in New Forest District 

(Policy H1). 
• 16,300 new homes in Southampton (Policy 

H1). 
• 2,500 new homes in Gosport (Policy H1). 
• 14,700 new homes in Portsmouth (Policy 

H1). and 
• 297,000 sq m of new business floorspace on 

greenfield land around Portsmouth, Fareham, 
Gosport and Havant (Policy SH6). 

• 316,000 sq m of new business floorspace on 
greenfield land in south west Hampshire 
(Policy SH6) 

 
are likely to lead to an increase in nutrient inputs. 

 
Landward infrastructure improvements at the port 
(Policy T10), and the aforementioned house and 
business construction within the City may all 
contribute to coastal squeeze. The increase in 
primary aggregate extraction required under the 
South East Plan may also lead to a need for an 
increase in wharf capacity at Portsmouth which 
could also exacerbate costal squeeze. If such 
works are also associated with sediment dredging, 
this may also result in an adverse impact on the 
SAC by accelerating erosion rates 
 
Expansion of Southampton port will presumably be 
associated with increased shipping movements, 
which could lead to increased incidental pollution. 
However, most pollution on this site is considered 
to come from diffuse overseas sources via the 
North Sea. 
 
All the above may also ultimately result in 
increased recreational pressure. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment (particularly since the A27 crosses part 
of the site), resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 
 
Projected expansion of Southampton Airport 
(Policy T9) is not considered to require additional 
landtake23 and will therefore not contribute to 
coastal squeeze. However, the 8 km bird exclusion 
zone that would be associated with any expansion 

Yes Bournemouth Airport expansion proposals 
(reference to 8 km bird exclusion zones) 
 
Shellfishing activities 
 
Royal Navy propose the dredging on a 
deeper channel within the Solent to 
accommodate the new generation of 
aircraft carriers 
 
Water transfer bweteen catchments in 
order to supply the Isle of Wight 
 
Portsmouth Flood Defence Strategy 
 
Ports Policies 
 
Aviation White Paper 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan  
 
Western Solent Shoreline Management 
Plan 
 
East Solent Coastal Management Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 
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South West 
London 
Waterbodies 
 

 

 

Greater London. 
Surrey. Windsor 
and Maidenhead 
 
 
 

828.14 
 
 
 
 
 

Internationally 
important wintering 
populations of gadwall 
and shoveler 

Current research indicates that birds are using a
range of water bodies outside the SPA boundaries,
both locally and more distantly (e.g. Lea Valley). 

• Lack of disturbance during 
winter months (October to 
March). 

• Area of open water. 
• Area of shallow water 

(<30cm) for feeding. 
• Presence and abundance of 

aquatic plant food (e.g. 
sweet-grass and pondweeds).

• Presence and abundance of 
aquatic invertebrate food. 

• Adjacent grassland nearby 
(especially Staines Moor), 
used for loafing. 

Development of 5,940 new houses in Spelthorne 
and Runnymede (Policy H1) may ultimately 
result in increased recreational pressure on this 
site (Thorpe Park, water-sports etc). 
 
In addition, development of 5,620 new houses in 
Windsor & Maidenhead may also result in 
increased recreational pressure on this site. 
 
Development of new houses (Policy H1) may 
also lead to a reduction in water levels in some 
reservoirs. 

Yes AirTrak may result in landtake to Staines 
Moor and may increase disturbance to 
birds within SPA. 
 
Birds may come from other bird sites (e.g. 
Lea Valley) and so may be vulnerable to 
disturbance in other areas. 
 
Housing allocations within the London 
Plan may increase recreational pressure 

Yes 

Stodmarsh Kent 481.33 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Bittern (2 individuals) 
Hen harrier 

Site consists of marshland with large reed-beds, 
shallow lagoons, grazing meadows and wet
woodlands 
 

• Minimal recreational 
disturbance 

• Maintenance of grazing 
regime 

• Maintenance of water supply
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 

Development of Broad Oak Reservoir (Policy 
NRM2) and of 29,900 new houses (Policy H1) and 
833,000 sq m of new business floorspace in 
Ashford and Canterbury (South East Plan pages 
270 and 282) could result in increased abstraction 
from the River Stour. English Nature (Natural 
England) are concerned that drawdown of water 
from the site as a result of this increased 
abstraction may mean that insufficient water will be 
retained on site. 
 
Development of 29,900 new houses and 833,000 
sq m of new business floorspace in Ashford and 
Canterbury is not considered likely to result in 
nutrient enrichment or deterioration in water quality 
within the site.  
 
Development of 7,200 new houses in Canterbury 
is not considered to lead to increased recreational 
disturbance of this site as patterns of visitor activity 
are considered manageable. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 

Yes All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 

Yes 
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Thames Basin 
Heaths 

Berkshire. 
Bracknell Forest. 
Hampshire. Surrey. 
Windsor and 
Maidenhead 

8274.72 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Dartford Warbler 
Nightjar  
Woodlark 
 

 • Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution 

(nitrogen deposition can 
cause compositional changes 
over time). 

• Unpolluted water 
• Unfragmented habitat 
• Minimal recreational 

pressure and a low incidence 
of wildfires. 

• Appropriate grazing 
pressure 

Thames Basin Heaths SPA is divided between 
Windsor & Maidenhead, Wokingham, Bracknell 
Forest, Basingstoke & Dean, Hart, Rushmoor, 
Guildford, Surrey Heath, Elmbridge, Mole Valley, 
Runnymede and Woking.  
 
Development of 26,700 new houses in 
Basingstoke & Dean, Hart District and Rushmoor 
Borough (Policy H1) may, depending upon 
location, ultimately result in a severe increase in 
recreational pressure on this site. 
 
When coupled with the 63,340 new homes 
identified in Policy H1 for the remaining Boroughs 
adjacent to the Heaths, there is an even greater 
likelihood of a severe increase in recreational 
pressure on this site and the proximity of other 
elements of urbanisation, such as cats. 
 
Risk of effects on water levels if future water needs 
lead to abstraction from aquifers in hydraulic 
continuity with heathlands. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment (particularly since this site is crossed 
by the A30, A322 and M3), resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of European 
importance depend. 
 
Generally, urbanisation leads to more fires, more 
fly tipping etc. 

Yes Hampshire and Surrey county minerals 
and waste plans (mostly Hampshire): 
substantial and ongoing proposed 
minerals and waste developments 
(applies to Hampshire but affect Thames 
Basin Heaths).  Direct land take, 
disturbance and noise, fragmentation:  
Hartley Witney-Brmshill Plateau. 
 
MoD activities, e.g. Bourley and Long 
Valley training improvements. 
 
Farnborough and Blackbush Airports 
 
Localised effects from landfill gas 
migration. 
 
Localised effects from contamination of 
soil with metal and organise chemicals. 
 
 

Yes 
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Thames Estuary 
and Marshes 

Kent. Medway. 
Thurrock 

4838.94 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Avocet 
Hen harrier  
Ringed Plover  
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
at least 33,433 
waterfowl 

 • Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 
• Short grasslands 

surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource. 

Environment Agency advice is that there are 
sufficient alternative abstraction points to supply 
the further 122,000 new homes and 5 million sq m 
of new business floorspace within Kent (South 
East Plan pages 270 and 282), that damaging 
levels of abstraction from the Thames Estuary & 
Marshes catchment is unlikely to be permitted. 
This is therefore ruled out as an impact. 
  
Environment Agency advice is that, while nutrient 
levels within the Thames Estuary are high, this 
does not result in the smothering macroalgall 
growth that is having an adverse effect upon the 
Solent European sites. Therefore, development of 
41,300 new homes and 2.1 million sq m of new 
business floorspace in Medway, Gravesham and 
Dartford and associated increased volumes of 
effluent disposal into the SPA are not expected to 
lead to an adverse effect on the site. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford (the majority of which will 
be north of the A2/M2) may result in increased 
recreational pressure, although visitor patterns on 
the RSPB reserves are considered manageable. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in Medway, 
Gravesham and Dartford may also result in loss of 
valuable off-site foraging habitat designated 
species. 
 
The aforementioned development, coupled with 
flood defence works (Policy KTG9) may also 
contribute to coastal squeeze and thus, loss of 
habitat. 

Yes Flood Defence details within Thames 
Estuary 2100 
 
Thames Estuary Shoreline and Estuary 
Management Plans 
 
Housing allocations within the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
Shellhaven Port Development 
 
Plans for a new waste incinerator, wind 
farm and gas power station on the Isle of 
Grain 
 
Proposal for a National Grid pipeline from 
the Isle of Grain to Gravesham 
 
All abstraction or discharge consents 
covered by the Environment Agency 
Review of Consents 
 
Expansion of the Medway Ports (which 
may require upgrade of the A228 and rail 
links to Thamesport) 
 

Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation Importance Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant effect 
in combination?

Thanet Coast and 
Sandwich Bay 

Kent 1870.16 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Turnstone 

There is an active port at Ramsgate that requires
development to its infrastructure. The current
proposals for a new access road impinge
marginally on the site, but should have a minimal
impact on the birds that use the site. 

• Minimal recreational 
disturbance 

• Maintenance of grazing / 
mowing regimes 

• Freshwater inputs are of 
value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 
 

Environment Agency advice is that there are 
sufficient alternative abstraction points to supply 
the further 122,000 new homes and 5 million sq m 
of new business floorspace within Kent (South 
East Plan pages 270 and 282), that damaging 
levels of abstraction from the Thanet Coast & 
Sandwich Bay catchment is unlikely to be 
permitted. This is therefore ruled out as an impact. 
 
The development of 6,500 new homes and 
310,000 sq m of new business floorspace in 
Thanet coupled with the expansion of Kent 
International Airport (Policy TN9 and EKA4) and 
associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and deterioration 
in quality of the habitats that support the bird 
populations. 
 
There is no indication that STW’s that discharge 
into the SPA cannot cope with the increased 
capacity. However, development of 19,800 new 
homes and 1 million sq m of new business 
floorspace in Thanet, Canterbury and Dover 
coupled with the expansion of Kent International 
Airport (the runway of which discharges surface 
runoff into Pegwell Bay) may result in increased 
volumes of effluent disposal into the SPA and an 
associated decline in water quality. 
 
Development of 19,800 new homes in Thanet, 
Canterbury and Dover, coupled with increased 
flights over the SPA due to the expansion of Kent 
International Airport, may result in increased 
disturbance to bird populations. 
 
The aforementioned development, coupled with 
the landward expansion of Ramsgate Port 
(Policies TN10 and EKA5), may also contribute to 
coastal squeeze and thus, loss of habitat. 
 
Expansion of Ramsgate port will presumably be 
associated with increased shipping movements, 
which could lead to increased incidental pollution 

Yes Aviation White Paper 
 
North East Kent European Marine Sites 
Management Scheme 

Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation Importance Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant effect 
in combination?

The Swale Kent 6514.71 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Avocet 
Marsh Harrier 
Mediterranean Gull 
Avocet 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
Golden Plover 
Hen Harrier 
Ringed Plover  
Black-tailed Godwit  
Grey Plover 
Knot  
Pintail  
Redshank  
Shoveler 
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
at least 65,390 
waterfowl 

 • Minimal recreational 
disturbance 

• Maintenance of grazing / 
mowing regimes 

• Freshwater inputs are of 
value for providing a 
localised increase in prey 
biomass for certain bird 
species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

Environment Agency advice is that there are 
sufficient alternative abstraction points to supply 
the further 122,000 new homes and 5 million sq m 
of new business floorspace within Kent (South 
East Plan pages 270 and 282), that damaging 
levels of abstraction from The Swale catchment is 
unlikely to be permitted. This is therefore ruled out 
as an impact. 
 
There is no indication that STW’s that discharge 
into the SPA cannot cope with the increased 
capacity. However, development of 8,300 new 
homes and 1 million sq m of new business 
floorspace in Swale (most of which will be north of 
the M2) and 7,200 new homes and 261,000 sq m 
of new business floorspace in Canterbury may 
result in increased volumes of effluent disposal into 
the SPA and an associated decline in water 
quality. 
 
Development of 15,500 new homes in Swale and 
Canterbury may result in increased recreational 
pressure. 
 
At least one development (Queenborough 
Rushenden) that will contribute to the housing 
allocation of the South East Plan will result in loss 
of grazing marsh used by SPA birds. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. 
 
The aforementioned development coupled with 
proposed flood defence works (Policy KTG9) may 
also contribute to coastal squeeze and thus, loss 
of habitat. 

Yes None Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation Importance Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant effect 
in combination?

The Wash Lincolnshire. 
Norfolk 

107,761.00 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Common Tern 
Little Tern 
Marsh Harrier  
Avocet  
Bar-tailed Godwit  
Golden Plover  
Whooper Swan  
Ringed Plover  
Sanderling  
Black-tailed Godwit  
Curlew  
Dark-bellied Brent 
Goose  
Dunlin  
Grey Plover  
Knot  
Oystercatcher  
Pink-footed Goose  
Pintail  
Redshank  
Shelduck  
Turnstone  
 
The site also supports a 
bird assemblage of 
international importance 
by regularly supporting 
at least 400,273 
waterfowl 

The Wash and North Norfolk Coast is one of the
most diverse coastal systems in Britain. 

• Sufficient space between 
the site and development to 
allow for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Maintenance of freshwater 

inputs. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions. 
• Minimal disturbance 
• Minimal activities that 

alter sediment 
characteristics. 

None 
 
Milton Keynes abstracts water from and 
discharges treated effluent to the River Great 
Ouse, which ultimately drains to The Wash (as 
opposed to Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire which generally discharge into 
watercourses that ultimately drain to the River 
Thames). Development of approximately 48,800 
new homes within Milton Keynes (Policy H1) will 
lead to an increased volume of effluent discharge 
into the River Great Ouse, which may result in a 
decline in water quality within the river. However, 
the dilution factor that would be experienced upon 
discharge into The Wash (given that four major 
rivers discharge into a bay of more than 100,000 
ha) is likely to render any increase negligible. 

No East of England Plan – the contribution of 
the 48,800 new homes at Milton Keynes 
to a deterioration in water quality in The 
Wash, when considered in combination 
with all the other new developments that 
will discharge into the Rivers Great Ouse, 
Witham, Welland and Nene, may be 
significant. 

Yes 

Thursley, Hankley 
& Frensham 
Commons 
(Wealden Heaths 
Phase 1) 

Hampshire 1869.95 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Dartford Warbler 
Nightjar  
Woodlark 

 • Maintenance of grazing and 
other traditional management 
practices. 

• Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution 

(nitrogen deposition can 
cause compositional changes 
over time). 

• Unpolluted water 
• Unfragmented habitat 
• Minimal recreational 

pressure and a low incidence 
of wildfires. 

 

Increased visitor numbers due to increase in 
housing within visitor radius (15,400 within East 
Hampshire, Hart and Rushmoor (Hampshire) and 
19,620 in western Surrey). Generally, urbanisation 
leads to more fires, more fly tipping etc. 
 
Increased housing density near site, leading to an 
increase in cats (predators). 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. This is particularly the case since the site 
lies close to the A3 and A287. 
 
Risk of effects on water levels if future water needs 
lead to abstraction from aquifers in hydraulic 
continuity with heathlands (such as the Greensand 
aquifer). 

Yes Whitehill Borden – redevelopment of MoD 
land in East Hampshire  – up to 5,500 
homes additional to allocations in the 
South East Plan. 

Yes 
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Name Location Area (ha) Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation Importance Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect 

Other plans to be considered in 
combination 

Is there risk of a 
significant effect 
in combination?

Wealden Heaths 
Phase 2 

Hampshire 2053.83 Populations of European 
importance of the 
following migratory 
species: 
 
Dartford Warbler 
Nightjar  
Woodlark 

 • Maintenance of grazing and 
other traditional management 
practices. 

• Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution 

(nitrogen deposition can 
cause compositional changes 
over time). 

• Unpolluted water 
• Unfragmented habitat 
• Minimal recreational 

pressure and a low incidence 
of wildfires. 

Increased visitor numbers due to increase in 
housing within visitor radius (15,400 within East 
Hampshire, Hart and Rushmoor (Hampshire) and 
19,620 in western Surrey). Generally, urbanisation 
leads to more fires, more fly tipping etc. 
 
Housing development under the South East Plan, 
and associated increased car use may lead to 
increased atmospheric pollution and nitrogen 
enrichment, resulting in changes to the habitats for 
on which the species of European importance 
depend. This is particularly the case since the site 
lies close to the A3 and A325. 
 
Increased housing density near site, leading to an 
increase in cats (predators). 
 
Risk of effects on water levels if future water needs 
lead to abstraction from aquifers in hydraulic 
continuity with heathlands (such as the Greensand 
aquifer). 

Yes Whitehill Borden – redevelopment of MoD 
land in East Hampshire  – up to 5,500 
homes additional to allocations in the 
South East Plan. 

Yes 
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Table 4. Ramsar Sites that were assessed for significant adverse effects of the South East Plan 24 
 
Name Location Area 

(ha) 
Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation 

Importance 
Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect? 

Possible Impacts Arising from 
Other Plans and Projects 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Arun Valley West Sussex 528.62 The site holds seven wetland invertebrate 
species listed in the British Red Data Book as 
threatened. 
 
One of these, Pseudamnicola confusa, is 
considered to be endangered. The site also 
supports four nationally rare and four 
nationally scarce plant species. 
 
In addition to the Red Data Book invertebrate 
and plant species, the ditches intersecting the 
site have a particularly diverse and rich flora. 
All five British duckweed, all five water-cress, 
and all three British water milfoils, all but one 
of the seven British water dropworts, and two-
thirds of the British pondweeds can be found 
on site. 
 
The site also has an internationally important 
assemblage of wintering waterfowl 
 

• The Arun Valley is a Prime Biodiversity
Area. 

• RSPB reserve. 
• Nature Reserve (Sussex Wildlife Trust). 

 

• Water level. 
• Water flow. 
• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment of water. 
• Appropriate management: 

grazing. 

Development of 12,400 new dwellings in 
Horsham district, 9,300 in Arun and 7000 in 
Crawley may result in increased water 
abstraction and reduced/ altered water supply 
 
Development of 28,700 new homes in 
Horsham, Arun and Crawley districts may 
result in increased wastewater disposal into 
Pagham Harbour and an associated change 
in water quality (principally due to nutrient 
enrichment) – particularly since only 3,760 
new homes can be connected to the existing 
STW at Horsham and 640 at Pulborough, 
according to the Environment Agency25. 
Furthermore, the increased discharge 
volumes associated with development may 
lead to nutrient enrichment. 
 
Development of 12,400 new dwellings in 
Horsham district, 9,300 in Arun and 7000 in 
Crawley may result in increased recreational 
pressure (including wildfowling). 

Yes No Yes 

Avon Valley Dorset. 
Hampshire. 
Wiltshire 

1385.1 Wide range of wetland habitats and diverse 
flora / fauna. Gadwall, northern pintail and 
black tailed godwit all occur at levels of 
international importance. 

 • Maintenance of flow 
velocities - low flows interact 
with nutrient inputs from point 
sources to produce localised 
increases in filamentous 
algae and nutrient-tolerant 
macrophytes at the expense 
of Ranunculus. 

• Low levels of siltation,  
• Unpolluted water and low 

nutrient inputs. 

Development of 4,138 new houses in New 
Forest District (Policy H1) and the 
requirement for greater primary aggregate 
extraction26 (Policy M3) may result in 
increased abstraction from the Avon, as parts 
of New Forest District are expected to 
experience a water resource deficit of 
between 1 and 4 mega litres per day by 
202627. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire may result in increased 
wastewater disposal into the Avon (for 
example, from Ringwood Sewage Treatment 
Works) and an associated decline in water 
quality. 

Yes Housing and primary aggregate 
allocations within the South West 
Plan 
 
Details of the Hampshire Minerals 
Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge 
consents covered by the 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 
 

Yes 

Benfleet and 
Southend 
Marshes 

Essex. 
Southend on 
Sea 

2251.31 The site supports an internationally important 
assemblage of wintering birds. 
 
The following species occur at levels of 
international importance: 
 
Dark-bellied brent goose 
Grey plover  
Red knot  
Dunlin 

Benfleet and Southend Marshes are located on 
the north shore of the outer Thames Estuary. The 
site comprises an extensive series of 
saltmarshes, cockle shell banks, mud-flats, and 
grassland that supports a diverse flora and 
fauna. The productive mud-flats, cockle shell 
banks and diverse saltmarsh communities 
provide a wide range of feeding and roosting 
opportunities.  

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that 
discharge into the Thames Estuary cannot 
cope with the increased capacity. However, 
development of 41,300 new homes and 2.1 
million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford may result 
in increased volumes of effluent disposal into 
the Estuary. Some of this may reach the 
Benfleet and Southend Marshes and lead to a 
decline in water quality. However, given the 
distance of the site from the points of 
discharge within the southeast, any 
contribution is likely to be minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford) may 
result in increased recreational pressure on 
the Ramsar site, due to tourism. However, 
given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 

No Housing allocations of the London 
Plan and East of England Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 

Yes 



Page 41 of 62 

Name Location Area 
(ha) 

Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect? 

Possible Impacts Arising from 
Other Plans and Projects 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Blackwater 
Estuary (Mid-
Essex Coast 
Phase 4) 

Essex 4395.15 The site qualifies by virtue of the extent and 
diversity of saltmarsh habitat present. This 
site, and the four others in the Mid-Essex 
Coast complex, includes a total of 3,237 ha 
that represent 70% of the saltmarsh habitat in 
Essex and 7% of the total area of saltmarsh 
in Britain. 
 
The invertebrate fauna is well represented 
and includes at least 16 British Red Data 
Book species.  
 
This site supports a full and representative 
sequences of saltmarsh plant communities 
covering the range of variation in Britain. 
 
The site supports a wintering waterbird 
assemblage of international importance 
 
Species occurring at levels of international 
Importance: 
 
Dark-bellied brent goose 
Grey plover 
Dunlin 
Black-tailed godwit 
Common shelduck 
European golden plover  
Common redshank 

The Blackwater Estuary is located on the 
coast of Essex in eastern England. It is the 
largest estuary in Essex and is one of the 
largest estuarine complexes in East Anglia 

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that 
discharge into the Thames Estuary cannot 
cope with the increased capacity. However, 
development of 41,300 new homes and 2.1 
million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford may result 
in increased volumes of effluent disposal into 
the Estuary. Some of this may reach the 
Blackwater Estuary and lead to a decline in 
water quality, principally due to increased 
nutrient inputs. However, given the distance 
of the site from the points of discharge within 
the southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford) may 
result in increased recreational pressure on 
the Ramsar site due to tourism. However, 
given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 
 
Blackwater Estuary Management 
Plan 

Yes 
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Chichester and 
Langstone 
Harbours 

City of 
Portsmouth. 
Hampshire. 
West Sussex 

5810.03 Internationally important population of 
wintering waterfowl 
 
Internationally important populations of ringed 
plover, black-tailed godwit, common 
redshank, dark-bellied brent goose, common 
shelduck, grey plover, dunlin, little tern 

• The Ramsar site comprises two large, 
sheltered estuarine basins on the central 
south coast of England. Langstone 
Harbour is fringed by urban and industrial 
development, whereas Chichester is 
surrounded mainly by high-grade 
farmland. 

• The site extensive intertidal mud and 
sand flats with eelgrass Zostera spp. 
beds, large areas of mixed saltmarsh and 
extensive cord-grass Spartina spp. 
swards in an advanced state of 
degeneration. Fringing habitats include 
shingle spits, saline, brackish and 
freshwater lagoons, coastal grazing 
marsh and deciduous woodland 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species e.g. from shipping 
activity. 

• Maintenance of appropriate 
hydrological regime, e.g. 
freshwater flows at heads of 
channels are important for 
birds to preen, drink and 
feed. 

• Short grasslands 
surrounding the Ramsar site 
are essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource for Brent goose. 

Development of 8,600 new houses in 
Chichester (coupled with 6,301 in Havant 
District) (Policy H1) may result in reduced 
freshwater water inputs to Chichester & 
Langstone Harbours via increased abstraction 
from the rivers and streams that feed into the 
harbours.  
 
Havant Thicket Reservoir (off the B2149 
between Horndean and Rowlands Castle) 
(Policy NRM2) may require abstraction from 
streams that ultimately drain into Langstone 
Harbour – this may further reduce freshwater 
flows into the Ramsar site. 
 
The discharges from STW’s currently result in 
nutrient enrichment of the Ramsar site, which 
has been associated with an increase in 
macroalgal growth. The increased discharge 
volumes associated with development of 
6,301 new houses in Havant District and 
8,600 new houses in Chichester (Policy H1) 
may therefore lead to further nutrient 
enrichment. 
 
Development of 29,601 new houses in 
Chichester, Portsmouth and Havant may 
ultimately result in coastal squeeze and 
increased recreational pressure (including 
aquatic activities) on this site. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment (particularly since the site 
lies close to the A259), resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 
 
Development of 6,301 new houses in Havant 
District may also result in loss of valuable 
foraging habitat for Brent geese, if focussed 
on Langstone Harbour 

Yes Shellfishing activities 
 
Royal Navy propose the dredging 
on a deeper channel within the 
Solent to accommodate the new 
generation of aircraft carriers 
 
Water transfer between catchments 
in order to supply the Isle of Wight 
 
Portsmouth Flood Defence Strategy
 
Ports Policies 
 
Aviation White Paper 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan  
 
Western Solent Shoreline 
Management Plan 
 
East Solent Coastal Management 
Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge 
consents covered by the 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 

Yes 

Crouch & Roach 
Estuaries (Mid 
Essex Coast 
Phase 3) 

Essex 1735.58 The site supports a wintering waterbird 
assemblage of international importance 
 
Dark-bellied brent goose occurs at levels of 
international importance 
 
 

The Crouch and Roach Estuaries are located 
on the coast of south Essex in eastern 
England. The intertidal zone along the Rivers 
Crouch and Roach is 'squeezed' between the 
sea walls along both banks and the river 
channel. Unlike more extensive estuaries 
elsewhere in Essex, this leaves a relatively 
narrow strip of tidal mud, which nonetheless 
is used by significant numbers of birds. 

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that 
discharge into the Thames Estuary cannot 
cope with the increased capacity. However, 
development of 41,300 new homes and 2.1 
million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford may result 
in increased volumes of effluent disposal into 
the Estuary. Some of this may reach the 
Crouch and Roach Estuaries and lead to a 
decline in water quality, principally due to 
increased nutrient inputs. However, given the 
distance of the site from the points of 
discharge within the southeast, any 
contribution is likely to be minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford) may 
result in increased recreational pressure on 
the Ramsar site, due to tourism. However, 
given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 
 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 
 
Crouch & Roach Estuary 
Management Plan 

Yes 
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Dengie (Mid 
Essex Coast 
Phase 1) 

Essex 3127.23 Qualifies by virtue of the extent and diversity 
of saltmarsh habitat present. Dengie, and the 
four other sites in the Mid-Essex Coast 
Ramsar site complex, includes a total of 
3,237 ha, that represent 70% of the saltmarsh 
habitat in Essex and 7% of the total area of 
saltmarsh in Britain. 
 
Dengie supports a number of rare plant and 
animal species. The Dengie has 11 species 
of nationally scarce plants 
 
The invertebrate fauna includes three 
Red Data Book species. 
 
This site supports a full and representative 
sequences of saltmarsh plant communities 
covering the range of variation in Britain. 
 
The site also supports a wetland bird 
assemblage of international importance. 
 
The following species occur at levels of 
international importance: 
 
Dark-bellied brent goose 
Grey plover  
Red knot  
Bar-tailed godwit 

Dengie is located on the coast of Essex in 
eastern England. It is a large and remote area 
of tidal mud-flats and saltmarshes at the 
eastern end of the Dengie peninsula, between 
the adjacent Blackwater and Crouch 
Estuaries. The saltmarsh is the largest 
continuous example of its type in Essex. 

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that 
discharge into the Thames Estuary cannot 
cope with the increased capacity. However, 
development of 41,300 new homes and 2.1 
million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford may result 
in increased volumes of effluent disposal into 
the Estuary. Some of this may reach the 
Dengie Ramsar site and lead to a decline in 
water quality, principally due to increased 
nutrient inputs. However, given the distance 
of the site from the points of discharge within 
the southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford) may 
result in increased recreational pressure on 
the Ramsar site, due to tourism. However, 
given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 
 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 
 

Yes 

Dorset 
Heathlands 

Bournemouth. 
Dorset. 
Hampshire. 
Poole 

8168.79 Contains particularly good examples of (i) 
northern Atlantic wet heaths with cross-
leaved heath and acid mire with 
Rhynchosporion. 
 
Contains largest example in Britain of 
southern Atlantic wet heaths with Dorset 
heath and cross-leaved heath. 
 
Supports 1 nationally rare and 13 nationally 
scarce wetland plant species, and at least 28 
nationally rare wetland invertebrate species. 
 
Has a high species richness and high 
ecological diversity of wetland habitat types 
and transitions, and lies in one of the most 
biologically-rich wetland areas of lowland 
Britain, being continuous with three other 
major wetlands: Poole Harbour, Avon Valley 
and The New Forest. 
 

  
• Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution 

(nitrogen deposition can 
cause compositional changes 
over time). 

• Unpolluted water 
• Unfragmented habitat 
• Minimal recreational 

pressure and a low incidence 
of wildfires. 

Development of 4,138 new houses in New 
Forest District (Policy H1) may result in 
increased water abstraction from the Avon 
and a reduction in water supply to the Dorset 
Heaths. 
 
Development of 4,138 new houses in New 
Forest District (Policy H1) may result in 
increased wastewater disposal and water 
quality issues. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire, expansion of Southampton Port 
and consequent increased traffic may cause 
reduced air quality given that several major 
roads (A31 and A35) cross the site. This may 
be exacerbated by the required increase in 
primary aggregate extraction as this will result 
in increased movements of heavy vehicles on 
the A31 and A33. 
 
Development of 4,138 new houses in New 
Forest District (Policy H1) may result in 
increased recreational pressure on this site. 
 
It may be necessary for the extant quarries on 
site to increase production or remain active 
for longer in order to meet the required 
primary aggregate capacity of 2.63 million 
tonnes per annum for Hampshire (Policy M3) 

Yes Housing allocations within the 
South West Plan 
 
Bournemouth Airport Expansion 
proposals 
 
Aviation White Paper 

Yes 
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Foulness (Mid-
Essex Coast 
Phase 5) 

  Qualifies by virtue of the extent and diversity 
of saltmarsh habitat present. This site, and 
the four other sites in the Mid-Essex Coast 
Ramsar site complex, includes a total of 
3,237 ha, that represent 70% of the saltmarsh 
habitat in Essex and 7% of the total area of 
saltmarsh in Britain. 
 
The site supports a number of rare plant and 
animal species. 
 
This site supports a full and representative 
sequences of saltmarsh plant communities 
covering the range of variation in Britain. 
 
The site also supports a wetland bird 
assemblage of international importance. 
 
The following species occur at levels of 
international importance: 
 
Common redshank 
Dark-bellied brent goose 
Eurasian oystercatcher 
Grey plover 
Red knot 
Bar-tailed godwit 

Foulness is located on the coast of Essex, on 
the east coast of England north of the mouth 
of the Thames estuary. The site is part of an 
open coast estuarine system comprising 
grazing marsh, saltmarsh, intertidal mud-flats, 
cockle-shell banks and sand-flats. 

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

There is no indication that STW’s that 
discharge into the Thames Estuary cannot 
cope with the increased capacity. However, 
development of 41,300 new homes and 2.1 
million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford may result 
in increased volumes of effluent disposal into 
the Estuary. Some of this may reach the 
Foulness Ramsar site and lead to a decline in 
water quality, principally due to increased 
nutrient inputs. However, given the distance 
of the site from the points of discharge within 
the southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford) may 
result in increased recreational pressure on 
the Ramsar site due to tourism. However, 
given the distance of this site from the 
southeast, any contribution is likely to be 
minor. 

No Housing allocations of the East of 
England Plan and London Plan 
 
East of England Regional Economic 
Strategy 
 
 

Yes 
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Medway 
Estuary and 
Marshes 

Kent. Medway 4684.36 The site supports a number of species of rare 
plants and animals. The site holds several 
nationally scarce plants, including sea barley, 
curved hard-grass, annual beard-grass, 
Borrer's saltmarsh-grass, slender hare`s-ear, 
sea clover, saltmarsh goose-foot, golden 
samphire, perennial glasswort and one-
flowered glasswort. A total of at least twelve 
British Red Data Book species of wetland 
invertebrates have been recorded on the site. 
 
A significant number of non-wetland British 
Red Data Book species also occur. 
 
The site supports a wintering bird assemblage 
of international importance, including 
internationally important populations of  Grey 
plover, Common redshank, Dark-bellied brent 
goose, Common shelduck, Northern pintail, 
Ringed plover, Red knot, Dunlin. 
 

• Surrounding undesignated mudflats are
of value to the functioning of the site as
they are part of the feeding and roosting
areas required by the bird populations. 

• Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species and control of cord 
grass encroachment. 

• Balance of saline and non-
saline conditions 

• Short grasslands 
surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource. 

 

Development of 49,600 new homes (Policy 
H1) in Medway, Gravesham, Swale and 
Dartford may result in increased recreational 
pressure given that this site is already under 
extensive recreational pressure (from 
waterborne users in addition to walkers, 
microlight aircraft etc) that is difficult to 
manage. 
 
The aforementioned development, coupled 
with 785,000 sq m of new business floorspace 
in Medway (South East Plan pages 270 and 
282) and landward expansion of the Medway 
Ports (Policies TN10 and EKA5) may also 
contribute to coastal squeeze and thus, loss 
of habitat. 
 
Environment Agency advice is that there are 
sufficient alternative abstraction points to 
supply the further 122,000 new homes and 5 
million sq m of new business floorspace within 
Kent (South East Plan pages 270 and 282), 
that damaging levels of abstraction from the 
Medway Estuary & Marshes catchment is 
unlikely to be permitted. This is therefore ruled 
out as an impact. 
 
Environment Agency advice is that, while 
nutrient levels within the Medway Estuary are 
high, this does not result in the smothering 
macroalgall growth that is having an adverse 
effect upon the Solent European sites. There 
is therefore not anticipated to be any 
significant deterioration of the Ramsar site 
due to increased wastewater disposal as a 
result of development of 16,300 new homes 
and 785,000 sq m of new business floorspace 
in Medway. This is therefore ruled out as an 
impact. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 
 
Development of 49,600 new homes (Policy 
H1) in Medway, Gravesham, Swale and 
Dartford may also result in loss of valuable 
off-site foraging habitat designated species. 
 
Expansion of the Medway ports will 
presumably be associated with increased 
shipping movements, which could lead to 
increased incidental pollution. It is assumed 
that there will be no seaward expansion of the 
ports as a result of the South East Plan. 

Yes Housing allocations within the 
London Plan and East of England 
Plan 
 
Plans for a new waste incinerator, 
wind farm and gas power station on 
the Isle of Grain 
 
Proposal for a National Grid 
pipeline from the Isle of Grain to 
Gravesham 
 
All abstraction or discharge 
consents covered by the 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 
 

Yes 



Page 46 of 62 

Name Location Area 
(ha) 

Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect? 

Possible Impacts Arising from 
Other Plans and Projects 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Pagham 
Harbour  

West Sussex 636.68 Internationally important wintering populations 
of dark-bellied Brent goose and black-tailed 
godwit 

• Pagham Harbour comprises an
extensive central area of salt marsh and
tidal mudflats, with surrounding habitats
including lagoons, shingle, open water,
reed swamp and wet permanent
grassland. 

• Nature Reserve. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Maintenance of appropriate 

hydrological regime. 

Development of 9,300 new dwellings in Arun 
district and 8,600 new units in Chichester 
district may result in increased recreational 
pressure on site. 
 
The proposed development may result in 
reduced freshwater water inputs to the site via 
increased abstraction from the rivers and 
streams that feed into the harbour.  
 
The increased discharge volumes associated 
with development may lead to nutrient 
enrichment. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend 

Yes Managed realignment  Yes 

Pevensey 
Levels 

East Sussex 3577.71 The site supports an outstanding assemblage 
of wetland plants and invertebrates including 
many British Red Data Book species. 
 
The site supports 68% of vascular plant 
species in Great Britain that can be described 
as aquatic. It is probably the best site in 
Britain for freshwater molluscs, one of the five 
best sites for aquatic beetles, Coleoptera and 
supports an outstanding assemblage of 
dragonflies Odonata.  

• One of the largest and least fragmented
lowland wet grassland systems in
southeast England.  

• The site supports an outstanding
assemblage of wetland plants and
invertebrates and is probably the best site 
in Britain for freshwater molluscs. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Control of non-native 

species (e.g. pennywort and 
crassula). 

Maintenance of appropriate 
hydrological regime. 

• Low recreational 
disturbance. 

Development of 8,000 new dwellings in 
Wealden district, 5,600 in Rother district and 
4,800 in Eastbourne district may result in 
increased water demand and reduced/ altered 
water supply. 
 
Development of 8,000 new dwellings in 
Wealden district, 5,600 in Rother district and 
4,800 in Eastbourne district may result in 
increased WWTW discharges, with risk of 
water quality implications and altered water 
supply. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 
 
Potential hydrological effect of Clay Hill 
Reservoir. 

Yes None Yes 
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Portsmouth 
Harbour 

City of 
Portsmouth. 
Hampshire 

1248.77 Nationally important wintering populations of 
Brent goose 
 
The intertidal mudflat areas possess 
extensive beds of eelgrass Zostera 
angustifolia and Zostera noltei, which support 
the grazing dark-bellied brent geese 
populations. The mud-snail Hydrobia ulvae is 
found at extremely high densities, which helps 
to support the wading bird interest of the site. 
 
Common cord-grass Spartina anglica 
dominates large areas of the saltmarsh and 
there are also extensive areas of green algae 
Enteromorpha spp. and sea lettuce Ulva 
lactuca. More locally the saltmarsh is 
dominated by sea purslane Halimione 
portulacoides which gradates to more varied 
communities at the higher shore levels. The 
site also includes a number of saline lagoons 
hosting nationally important species. 

 • Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Low levels of recreational 

pressure both on shore and 
offshore can avoid 
disturbance effects during 
sensitive (over-wintering) 
periods. 

• Freshwater inputs are of 
value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Short grasslands 
surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource. 

The development of 24,168 new houses in 
Winchester and Fareham Districts (Policy H1) 
may result in reduced freshwater water inputs 
to Portsmouth Harbour via increased 
abstraction from the River Wallington.  
 
The discharges from STW’s currently result in 
nutrient enrichment of the SPA, which has 
been associated with an increase in 
macroalgal growth. The increase in 
discharges that can be expected due to: 
 

• 23,601 new homes in Portsmouth, 
Gosport and Havant (Policy H1). and 

• 297,000 sq m of new business 
floorspace around Portsmouth, Fareham, 
Gosport and Havant (Policy SH6) 

 
are likely to lead to an increase in nutrient 
inputs. 
 
All the above may also ultimately result in 
increased recreational pressure. 

 
Portsmouth flood defence works, landward 
infrastructure improvements at the port (Policy 
T10), and the aforementioned house and 
business construction within the City may all 
contribute to coastal squeeze. The increase in 
primary aggregate extraction required under 
the South East Plan may also lead to a need 
for an increase in wharf capacity at 
Portsmouth which could also exacerbate 
costal squeeze. If such works are also 
associated with sediment dredging, this may 
also result in an adverse impact on the SPA 
by accelerating erosion rates. 
 
Expansion of Southampton port will 
presumably be associated with increased 
shipping movements, which could lead to 
increased incidental pollution. However, most 
pollution on this site is considered to come 
from diffuse overseas sources via the North 
Sea. 
 
Development of 23,601 new homes (Policy 
H1) in Portsmouth, Gosport & Havant may 
also result in loss of valuable off-site foraging 
habitat designated species. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 

Yes Bournemouth Airport expansion 
proposals (reference to 8 km bird 
exclusion zones) 
 
Shellfishing activities 
 
Royal Navy propose the dredging 
on a deeper channel within the 
Solent to accommodate the new 
generation of aircraft carriers 
 
Water transfer bweteen catchments 
in order to supply the Isle of Wight 
 
Portsmouth Flood Defence Strategy
 
Ports Policies 
 
Aviation White Paper 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan  
 
Western Solent Shoreline 
Management Plan 
 
East Solent Coastal Management 
Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge 
consents covered by the 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 

Yes 
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Solent and 
Southampton 
Water 

Hampshire. Isle 
of Wight. 
Southampton 

5505.86 Internationally important wintering waterfowl 
assemblage and populations of ringed plover, 
dark-bellied Brent goose, teal and black-tailed 
godwit 

 • Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Low levels of recreational 

pressure both on shore and 
offshore can avoid 
disturbance effects during 
sensitive (over-wintering) 
periods. 

• Freshwater inputs are of 
value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Low amounts of silt loss. 
• Short grasslands 

surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource. 

The development of 17,522 new houses in 
Winchester and Eastleigh Districts (coupled 
with 8,600 in Chichester) (Policy H1) may 
result in reduced/altered freshwater water 
inputs to the Solent via increased abstraction 
from the Itchen and other watercourses that 
discharge into the site. 
 
There is no indication that the STW’s that 
discharge into the Solent cannot cope with 
the increased capacity28. However, the 
discharges from STW’s currently result in 
nutrient enrichment of the Ramsar site, which 
has been associated with an increase in 
macroalgal growth. The increase in 
discharges that can be expected due to: 
 

• 121,000 sq m of new business 
floorspace (Policy SH6) and 10,000 new 
homes within Fareham SDA (Policy H1). 

• 10,400 new homes on the Isle of Wight. 
• 16,300 new homes in Southampton. 
• 2,500 new homes in Gosport. 
• 14,700 new homes in Portsmouth. and 
• 297,000 sq m of new business 

floorspace on greenfield land around 
Portsmouth, Fareham, Gosport and 
Havant (Policy SH6). 

• 316,000 sq m of new business 
floorspace on greenfield land in south 
west Hampshire 

 
are likely to lead to an increase in nutrient 
inputs. 

 
Landward expansion of the port (Policy T10), 
and the aforementioned house and business 
construction within the City may all contribute 
to coastal squeeze. The increase in primary 
aggregate extraction required under the 
South East Plan may also lead to a need for 
an increase in wharf capacity, which could 
also exacerbate coastal squeeze. If such 
works are also associated with sediment 
dredging, this may also result in an adverse 
impact on the Ramsar site by accelerating 
erosion rates. 
 
Expansion of Southampton port will 
presumably be associated with increased 
shipping movements, which could lead to 
increased incidental pollution. However, most 
pollution on this site is considered to come 
from diffuse overseas sources via the North 
Sea. 
 
All the above may also ultimately result in 
increased recreational pressure. 
 
Projected expansion of Southampton Airport 
(Policy T9) is not considered to require 
additional landtake29 and will therefore not 
contribute to coastal squeeze. However, the 8 
km bird exclusion zone that is required and 
would be associated with any expansion 
partially covers the Ramsar site. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment (particularly since part of 
the site is crossed by the A27), resulting in 
changes to the habitats for on which the 

Yes Bournemouth Airport expansion 
proposals (reference to 8 km bird 
exclusion zones) 
 
Shellfishing activities 
 
Royal Navy propose the dredging 
on a deeper channel within the 
Solent to accommodate the new 
generation of aircraft carriers 
 
Water transfer bweteen catchments 
in order to supply the Isle of Wight 
 
Portsmouth Flood Defence Strategy
 
Ports Policies 
 
Aviation White Paper 
 
Hampshire Minerals Plan  
 
Western Solent Shoreline 
Management Plan 
 
East Solent Coastal Management 
Plan 
 
All abstraction or discharge 
consents covered by the 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 

Yes 
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South West 
London 
Waterbodies 
 

 

 

Greater London. 
Surrey. Windsor 
and Maidenhead 
 
 
 

828.14 
 
 
 
 
 

Internationally important wintering 
populations of shoveler and gadwall 

• Current research indicates that birds are
using a range of water bodies outside the
Ramsar site boundaries, both locally and
more distantly (e.g. Lea Valley). 

• Lack of disturbance during 
winter months (October to 
March). 

• Area of open water. 
• Area of shallow water 

(<30cm) for feeding. 
• Presence and abundance of 

aquatic plant food (e.g. sweet-
grass and pondweeds). 

• Presence and abundance of 
aquatic invertebrate food. 

• Adjacent grassland nearby 
(especially Staines Moor), 
used for loafing. 

Development of 5,620 new houses in 
Windsor & Maidenhead (Policy H1) may 
ultimately result in increased recreational 
pressure on this site (Thorpe Park, water-
sports etc). 
 
In addition, development of 5,940 new 
houses in the adjacent Surrey boroughs of 
Spelthorne and Runnymede may also result 
in increased recreational pressure on this 
site. 
 
Development of new houses (Policy H1) 
may lead to a reduction in water levels in 
some reservoirs. 

Yes AirTrak may result in landtake to 
Staines Moor and may increase 
disturbance to birds within Ramsar 
site. 
 
Future of reservoirs that are surplus 
to requirements is unclear. 
 
Birds may comes from other bird 
sites (e.g. Lea Valley) and so may 
be vulnerable to disturbance in 
other areas. 
 
Proposals for a flood relief channel 
may cause landtake to the Ramsar 
site. 
 
Housing allocations within the 
London Plan 

Yes 

Stodmarsh Kent 481.33 Six British Red Data Book wetland 
invertebrates. Two nationally rare plants, and 
five nationally scarce species. A diverse 
assemblage of rare wetland birds. 
 

Site consists of marshland with large reed-
beds, shallow lagoons, grazing meadows and
wet woodlands 
 

• Minimal recreational 
disturbance 

• Maintenance of grazing 
regime 

• Maintenance of water supply
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 

Development of Broad Oak Reservoir (Policy 
NRM2) and of 29,900 new houses (Policy H1) 
and 833,000 sq m of new business floorspace 
in Ashford and Canterbury (South East Plan 
pages 270 and 282) could result in increased 
abstraction from the River Stour. Abstraction 
takes place along the full length of the River 
Stour, however the River Stour as it flows 
through Stodmarsh is tidal (the tidal limit is at 
Fordwich) and therefore the effect of 
upstream abstraction is largely masked by 
tidal patterns. Broad Oak Reservoir is likely to 
abstract from downstream. Despite this, 
English Nature (Natural England) are 
concerned that drawdown of water from the 
site as a result of increased abstraction may 
mean that insufficient water will be retained 
within the ditch system to support the 
marginal vegetation that this snail requires. 
 
Development of 29,900 new houses and 
833,000 sq m of new business floorspace in 
Ashford and Canterbury is not considered 
likely to result in nutrient enrichment or 
deterioration in water quality within the site. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 
  
Development of 7,200 new houses in 
Canterbury is not considered to lead to 
increased recreational disturbance of this site 
as patterns of visitor activity are considered 
manageable. 

Yes All abstraction or discharge 
consents covered by the 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 

Yes 



Page 50 of 62 

Name Location Area 
(ha) 

Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect? 

Possible Impacts Arising from 
Other Plans and Projects 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Thames Estuary 
and Marshes 

Kent. Medway. 
Thurrock 

5588.89 The site supports one endangered plant 
species and at least 14 nationally scarce 
plants of wetland habitats. The site also 
supports more than 20 British Red Data Book 
invertebrates. 
 
Internationally important populations of 
wintering birds and of ringed plover, black-
tailed godwit, redshank, grey plover, redknot, 
dunlin. 
 

 • Minimal disturbance 
• Maintenance of grazing / 

mowing regimes 
• Freshwater inputs are of 

value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 
• Short grasslands 

surrounding the site are 
essential to maintaining 
interest features as they are 
now the key foraging 
resource. 

Environment Agency advice is that there are 
sufficient alternative abstraction points to 
supply the further 122,000 new homes and 5 
million sq m of new business floorspace within 
Kent (South East Plan pages 270 and 282), 
that damaging levels of abstraction from the 
Thames Estuary & Marshes catchment is 
unlikely to be permitted. This is therefore ruled 
out as an impact. 
 
Environment Agency advice is that, while 
nutrient levels within the Thames Estuary are 
high, this does not result in the smothering 
macroalgall growth that is having an adverse 
effect upon the Solent European sites. 
Therefore, development of 41,300 new homes 
and 2.1 million sq m of new business 
floorspace in Medway, Gravesham and 
Dartford and associated increased volumes of 
effluent disposal into the Ramsar site are not 
expected to lead to an adverse effect on the 
site. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford (the 
majority of which will be north of the A2/M2) 
may result in increased recreational pressure, 
although visitor patterns on the RSPB 
reserves are considered manageable. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 
 
Development of 41,300 new homes in 
Medway, Gravesham and Dartford may also 
result in loss of valuable off-site foraging 
habitat designated species. 
 
The aforementioned development, coupled 
with flood defence works (Policy KTG9) may 
also contribute to coastal squeeze and thus, 
loss of habitat. 

Yes Flood Defence details within 
Thames Estuary 2100 
 
Thames Estuary Shoreline and 
Estuary Management Plans 
 
Housing allocations within the East 
of England Plan and London Plan 
 
Shellhaven Port Development 
 
Plans for a new waste incinerator, 
wind farm and gas power station on 
the Isle of Grain 
 
Proposal for a National Grid 
pipeline from the Isle of Grain to 
Gravesham 
 
All abstraction or discharge 
consents covered by the 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 
 
Expansion of the Medway Ports
(which may require upgrade of the 
A228 and rail links to Thamesport) 

Yes 
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Name Location Area 
(ha) 

Qualifying Features Comments on Nature Conservation 
Importance 

Key Environmental Conditions 
to Support Site Integrity 

Possible Impacts Arising from Plan Is There a 
Risk of a 
Significant 
Effect? 

Possible Impacts Arising from 
Other Plans and Projects 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

Thanet Coast 
and Sandwich 
Bay 

Kent 2169.23 Supports 15 British Red Data Book wetland 
invertebrates. 
 
Internationally important wintering population 
of turnstone. 

There is an active port at Ramsgate that
requires development to its infrastructure. The
current proposals for a new access road
impinge marginally on the site, but should
have a minimal impact on the birds that use
the site. 

• Minimal recreational 
disturbance 

• Maintenance of grazing / 
mowing regimes 

• Freshwater inputs are of 
value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

Environment Agency advice is that there are 
sufficient alternative abstraction points to 
supply the further 122,000 new homes and 5 
million sq m of new business floorspace within 
Kent (South East Plan pages 270 and 282), 
that damaging levels of abstraction from the 
Thanet Coast & Sandwich Bay catchment is 
unlikely to be permitted. This is therefore ruled 
out as an impact. 
 
There is no indication that STW’s that 
discharge into the Ramsar site cannot cope 
with the increased capacity. However, 
development of 19,800 new homes and 1 
million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Thanet, Canterbury and Dover coupled with 
the expansion of Kent International Airport 
(the runway of which discharges surface 
runoff into Pegwell Bay) may result in 
increased volumes of effluent disposal into the 
Ramsar site and an associated decline in 
water quality. 
 
Development of 19,800 new homes in Thanet, 
Canterbury and Dover, coupled with 
increased flights over the Ramsar site due to 
the expansion of Kent International Airport, 
may result in increased disturbance to bird 
populations. 
 
The aforementioned development, coupled 
with the landward expansion of Ramsgate 
Port (Policies TN10 and EKA5), may also 
contribute to coastal squeeze and thus, loss 
of habitat. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 
 
Expansion of Ramsgate port will presumably 
be associated with increased shipping 
movements, which could lead to increased 
incidental pollution. 

Yes Aviation White Paper Yes 
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Key Environmental Conditions 
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Effect? 

Possible Impacts Arising from 
Other Plans and Projects 

Is there risk of a 
significant 
effect in 
combination? 

The New Forest Hampshire. 
Wiltshire 

28002.81 Valley mires and wet heaths are found 
throughout the site and are of outstanding 
scientific interest. The mires and heaths are 
within catchments whose uncultivated and 
undeveloped state buffer the mires against 
adverse ecological change. This is the largest 
concentration of intact valley mires of their 
type in Britain. 
 
The site supports a diverse assemblage of 
wetland plants and animals including several 
nationally rare species. Seven species of 
nationally rare plant are found on the site, as 
are at least 65 British Red Data Book species 
of invertebrate.  
 
The invertebrate fauna of the site is important 
due to the concentration of rare and scare 
wetland species. The whole site complex, 
with its examples of semi-natural habitats is 
essential to the genetic and ecological 
diversity of southern England. 
 

 • Carefully balanced 
hydrological regime to 
maintain wet heath, mires 
and pools. 

• Acid soils. 
• Minimal air pollution 

(nitrogen deposition can 
cause compositional changes 
over time). 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Minimal nutrient inputs. 
• Low recreational pressure. 
• Maintenance of grazing 

regime 

Development of 4,138 new houses in New 
Forest District may result in increased 
wastewater disposal and water quality issues. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire, expansion of Southampton Port 
and consequent increased traffic may cause 
reduced air quality given that several major 
roads (A31 and A35) cross the site. This may 
be exacerbated by the required increase in 
primary aggregate extraction (Policy M3) as 
this will result in increased movements of 
heavy vehicles on the A31 and A33. 
 
Development of 102,888 new houses in 
Hampshire may ultimately result in increased 
recreational pressure on this site given that 
this site is a major recreational resource 
within the County and is perceived to be 
suffering from excessive recreational activity. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 
 

Yes Housing and primary aggregate 
allocations within the South West 
Plan 
 
Details of the Hampshire Minerals 
Plan 
 
Details of the Dorset Minerals Plan 
 
Details of the Hampshire Waste 
Plan 
 
Expansion of Bournemouth Airport 
 
All abstraction or discharge 
consents covered by the 
Environment Agency Review of 
Consents 

Yes 
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The Swale Kent 6514.71 The site supports nationally scarce plants and 
at least seven British Red data book 
invertebrates. 
 
Supports internationally important populations 
of wintering birds and of Black-tailed godwit, 
shoveler, pintail, wigeon, ringed plover, grey 
plover, dark-bellied Brent goose, and 
redshank. 
 

 • Minimal recreational 
disturbance 

• Maintenance of grazing / 
mowing regimes 

• Freshwater inputs are of 
value for providing a localised 
increase in prey biomass for 
certain bird species, specific 
microclimatic conditions and 
are used for preening and 
drinking. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions 

Environment Agency advice is that there are 
sufficient alternative abstraction points to 
supply the further 122,000 new homes and 5 
million sq m of new business floorspace within 
Kent (South East Plan pages 270 and 282), 
that damaging levels of abstraction from The 
Swale catchment is unlikely to be permitted. 
This is therefore ruled out as an impact. 
 
There is no indication that STW’s that 
discharge into the Ramsar site cannot cope 
with the increased capacity. However, 
development of 8,300 new homes and 1 
million sq m of new business floorspace in 
Swale (most of which will be north of the M2) 
and 7,200 new homes and 261,000 sq m of 
new business floorspace in Canterbury may 
result in increased volumes of effluent 
disposal into the Ramsar site and an 
associated decline in water quality. 
 
Development of 15,500 new homes in Swale 
and Canterbury may result in increased 
recreational pressure. 
 
Housing development under the South East 
Plan, and associated increased car use may 
lead to increased atmospheric pollution and 
nitrogen enrichment, resulting in changes to 
the habitats for on which the species of 
European importance depend. 
 
At least one development (Queenborough 
Rushenden) that will contribute to the housing 
allocation of the South East Plan will result in 
loss of grazing marsh used by Ramsar birds. 
 
The aforementioned development coupled 
with proposed flood defence works (Policy 
KTG9) may also contribute to coastal squeeze 
and thus, loss of habitat. 

Yes None Yes 

The Wash Lincolnshire. 
Norfolk 

107,761 Qualifies because of the inter-relationship 
between its various components including 
saltmarshes, intertidal sand and mud flats and 
the estuarine waters. The saltmarshes and 
the plankton in the estuarine water provide a 
primary source of organic material, which, 
together with other organic matter, forms the 
basis for the high productivity of the estuary. 
 
Internationally important wintering waterfowl 
assemblage 

The Wash and North Norfolk Coast is one of
the most diverse coastal systems in Britain. 

• Sufficient space between the 
site and development to allow 
for managed retreat of 
intertidal habitats and avoid 
coastal squeeze. 

• No dredging or land-claim of 
coastal habitats. 

• Unpolluted water. 
• Absence of nutrient 

enrichment. 
• Absence of non-native 

species. 
• Maintenance of freshwater 

inputs. 
• Balance of saline and non-

saline conditions. 
• Minimal disturbance 
• Minimal activities that alter 

sediment characteristics. 

None 
 
Milton Keynes abstracts water from and 
discharges treated effluent to the River Great 
Ouse, which ultimately drains to The Wash 
(as opposed to Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire which generally discharge 
into watercourses that ultimately drain to the 
River Thames). Development of 
approximately 48,800 new homes within 
Milton Keynes (Policy H1) will lead to an 
increased volume of effluent discharge into 
the River Great Ouse, which may result in a 
decline in water quality within the river. 
However, the dilution factor that would be 
experienced upon discharge into The Wash 
(given that four major rivers discharge into a 
bay of more than 100,000 ha) is likely to 
render any increase negligible. 

No East of England Plan – the 
contribution of the 48,800 new 
homes at Milton Keynes to a 
deterioration in water quality in The 
Wash, when considered in 
combination with all the other new 
developments that will discharge 
into the Rivers Great Ouse, 
Witham, Welland and Nene, may be 
significant. 

Yes 
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Thursley and 
Ockley Bogs 

Surrey 265.24 Supports a community of rare wetland 
invertebrate species including notable 
numbers of breeding dragonflies. 
 
It is one of few sites in Britain to support all six 
native reptile species. The site also supports 
nationally important breeding populations of 
European nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
and woodlark Lullula arborea. 

Thursley and Ockley Bogs is a valley mire
complex and lies within Thursley, Hankley &
Frensham Commons SPA. The mire occurs
within a matrix of heathland, where drainage is
impeded, and a deep layer of peat has built up
from the remains of bog-moss Sphagnum spp.
which forms much of the vegetation. Several
areas of open water also contribute
significantly to the overall diversity of the site,
ranging from acidic boggy pools and ditches to
large ponds. 

• Careful management of 
water levels - the principal 
threat to this site is 
considered to be adjacent 
land-use, which affects the 
hydrological processes acting 
on the mire. 

• Traditional management, 
including grazing, bracken 
control and scrub clearance. 

• Managed recreational 
disturbance of birds. 

• Absence or management 
of urbanization effects, e.g. 
fires, fly tipping, introduction 
of non-native species (e.g. 
Shallon). 

• Minimal atmospheric or 
direct pollution. 

Increased visitor numbers due to increase in 
housing within visitor radius (15,400 within 
East Hampshire, Hart and Rushmoor 
(Hampshire) and 19,620 in western Surrey). 
Generally, urbanisation leads to more fires, 
more fly tipping etc. 
 
Increased housing density near site, leading 
to an increase in cats (predators). 
 
Risk of effects on water levels if future water 
needs lead to abstraction from aquifers in 
hydraulic continuity with heathlands (such as 
the Greensand aquifer). 
 
Increased traffic, with localized air quality 
implications on various roads that lie close to 
the site (including A3 and A287). 

Yes Whitehill Borden – redevelopment 
of MoD land in East Hampshire  –
up to 5,500 homes additional to 
allocations in the South East Plan. 

Yes 

 


