


Framework needs to further demonstrate
that this can be achieved through high
quality regeneration and acceptable
development on green land. The scale of
growth needs to be balanced with
employment opportunities, supported by
infrastructure and services and managed
within the constraints that apply to Dover.
Subject to this being demonstrated, the
additional dwellings at Dover would be
confirmed through subsequent stages of the
South East Plan process, and would increase
the total housing in the sub-region.

2.11 Housing markets in East Kent and Ashford
are less buoyant than in most other parts
of the South East and given the need to
seek developer contributions for education,
access and other services required by new
developments, 30% affordable housing is the
maximum practical in the sub-region. Even
so, this would mean 750 new affordable
dwellings each year in the sub-region
compared to recent average completion of
about 250 per annum.

2.12 At Ashford the planned scale of new
housing is more than sufficient to meet
the local need for affordable housing, and 
a higher proportion of key worker and
shared equity housing as a step to
ownership would be appropriate. In the
areas of high deprivation at the coast such
as Thanet and Shepway there is a
particular need for improvement to the
private rented stock, and the proportion
of social rented accommodation may be
above average. The delivery of affordable
housing will depend on the scale of public
funding, and in East Kent affordable
housing programmes that do not depend
entirely on the volume of market housing
will be needed to meet the overall target.
The proportions of affordable housing and
their tenure in each district will be
determined locally in this light.

POLICY EKA2:
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

An indicative target for affordable housing
of 30% of all new dwellings applies to East
Kent and Ashford. This will be subject to 

regular review in the light of housing
market conditions and delivery of the
policy.

The provision of affordable housing in
individual districts should be set in Local
Development Documents, taking account 
of the results of local housing needs
assessments, the funding for affordable
housing and the circumstances of the major
development sites. Where justified by local
needs assessments, Local Development
Documents may also specify the tenure of
housing being sought.

Core Strategy
The Core Economic Strategy

2.13 The qualities that can foster success in
East Kent and Ashford include the
environment, heritage and quality of life
and they will be protected and enhanced.
The opportunities for increased
international linkages and the economic
strengths of the sub-region should be
exploited, provided they do not cause
unacceptable harm to the environment.

2.14 The Ashford Growth Area is a
fundamental element of the strategy.
However, the Growth Area should not
result in public or private investment being
diverted from the coastal areas that are in
need of regeneration. Most of the towns
in East Kent are small or medium sized.
None offers a wide choice of employment
types or great scale, but each has its own
strength and specialism. The economic
strategy is one of a sub-region with many
centres, each with mutually reinforcing
roles. The growth of Ashford should bring
benefits for the coast and vice versa. The
scale of development and investment in
the coastal areas will be determined by
the circumstances and opportunities in
each area. The economic potential of
Canterbury City should be realised for the
benefit of the sub-region as a whole,
through development of an appropriate
scale and character.
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2.7 There should be a positive relationship
between the Ashford Growth Area and
the coastal regeneration areas, and
therefore employment growth at Ashford
should not take place at the expense of
the regeneration areas. Equally, if there
were to be delay in delivering new housing
at Ashford this should not place pressure
on other areas. Neither should housing
provision at Ashford run ahead of the local
economy for a prolonged period.

Amount and Distribution of Housing

2.8 The strategy provides for new housing at
the main urban areas throughout East
Kent, but depends on the provision of
infrastructure and services to support
growth and a balance between jobs and
housing.This applies particularly to
Ashford where the strategy considerably
increases the rate of house building. At
Ashford, failure to bring forward
infrastructure or to attract employment
should lead to a review of the dwelling
numbers, which may need to be reduced
to a level that can be supported. In all
areas the scale of development proposed
will be tested in detail through the district
councilÕs Local Development Frameworks,
and achieving the dwelling quantities will
depend on the provision of infrastructure
and employment.

2.9 Housing provision should enable the
backlog of unmet need for affordable
dwellings to be tackled within the first 
10 year period of the plan. For this reason,
and to reflect the forecast demographic
need for additional housing and availability
of previously developed land, the provision
should in general be greater in the first 10
year period.The exception to this is
Ashford where the pace of development
increases as growth and regeneration gain
momentum. Policy EKA1 therefore sets
the number of new dwellings to be built in
each area as follows:

POLICY EKA1:
AMOUNT AND DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSING

Provision will be made in Local Development
Frameworks for the completion in the sub-
region in the period 2006–2026 of 48,000
dwellings as follows:

District Annual 
Average Total Total Total

2006 2006 2016 2006
-2026 -2016 -2026 -2026

Thanet 325 3,300 3,200 6,500

Dover 305 3,800 2,300 6,100

Shepway 255 2,900 2,200 5,100

Canterbury 360 4,500 2,700 7,200

Ashford 
(part) 1,120 10,400 12,000 22,400

Swale 
(part) 35 400 300 700

Sub-region 
Total 2,400 25,300 22,700 48,000

Growth at each location will be supported
by the phased and co-ordinated provision of
infrastructure, employment, environmental
improvement and community services.
Delay in infrastructure, services and
employment may reduce the number of
dwellings that can be achieved, particularly
at Ashford where a downward adjustment
would be required.

Affordable Housing

2.10 The town of Dover has an internationally
important heritage but has major sites and
areas in need of regeneration. The
economy relies on the ferry industry and
provides a limited range of local services.
There are areas of deprivation and poor
quality housing. Although there are large
employment sites at the edge of the urban
area they have been slow to develop. A
new approach to regeneration and
economic development is needed that is
coupled with provision of a much wider
choice of new housing to support
population growth and new services. An
additional 2,000 dwellings is felt to be the
right scale, but the Local Development
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POLICY EKA4:
URBAN RENAISSANCE OF THE COASTAL
TOWNS

New economic impetus will be encouraged
throughout the coastal towns including the
following:

i Regeneration measures will create high
quality urban environments within the
coastal towns at which concentrations 
of employment in small businesses,
education, culture and other services 
are encouraged, notably in central
Folkestone, Margate and Dover

ii The economy of Thanet will be
developed and diversified through
provision of a full range of accessible
local services, a regional role for Kent
International Airport (Manston),
expansion of Port Ramsgate as Kent’s
second cross Channel port and
continued inward investment in
manufacturing and transport, notably
aviation and marine engineering

iii Kent International Airport should be 
a catalyst for economic development 
in Thanet and the sub-region and its
growth as a regional airport with up to
six million passengers per annum
(mppa) is supported provided proposals
satisfy policy criteria for the
environment, transport and amenity 

iv The Port of Dover and Eurotunnel
provide alternative transport links to
the Continent and have potential to
generate freight handling and tourism 
in the sub-region and Kent

v At Sandwich, Pfizer provides large-scale
pharmaceutical manufacturing and
research, and further growth will be
encouraged and supported

vi The regeneration of former colliery sites
has attracted manufacturing and food
processing and their transformation
should be completed including
mixed–use expansion of Aylsham 

vii The smaller towns of Deal, Faversham
and Herne Bay and Whitstable should
develop stronger local service functions
and mixed employment uses of a scale
and character suitable to their size

viii Decommissioning of nuclear power plant
at Dungeness in 2006 and 2018 which
will require new measures to increase
local employment.

The Gateway Role of the Sub-region

2.19 The Kent ports and transport routes are
of vital international importance and a
choice of modes and adequate capacity
should be maintained on the cross
Channel routes.The flow of international
traffic through Kent should be tapped for
its tourist potential and to add value to
the large volume of freight.

2.20 The key issue for Dover is to ensure that
land-side infrastructure supports further
growth in port activity.The reintroduction
of a rail link and rail freight operation in
the Western Docks, together with
securing access to CTRL domestic
services, need to be secured. There will
also be a need for inland facilities within
East Kent to provide more port-related
value-added services.

2.21 Major growth is envisaged at Kent
International Airport, with potentially
significant economic benefits for the sub-
region. Environmental impacts will need to
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2.15 The future change in employment will be
monitored to help assess changes in the
sub-regional economy, and to inform
future policy development. In the past 20
years an additional 39,000 jobs have been
achieved in this area. However, a higher
value is needed for the future that takes
into account the impact of the strategic
sites and other potential for growth
arising from AshfordÕs Growth Area status
and the objectives for the regeneration of
the coastal towns, and a total figure of
50,000 jobs over 20 years is a suitable
figure.The figure should be for an equal
number of jobs in the periods 2006-2016
and 2016-2026.

POLICY EKA3:
CORE ECONOMIC STRATEGY

In order to achieve a greater emphasis on
new employment and development in the
east of the region relative to the west, the
varied economic functions of the sub-region
will be fostered and provision made for
growth of new economic activity.

The unique heritage and environment will
be protected and promoted for its own
sake, and to foster the economic success of
the sub-region. A Growth Area for housing
and employment will be developed at
Ashford.

Development will be concentrated at the
urban areas. Priority will be given to their
regeneration through the use of previously
developed land and existing buildings, and
to the regeneration of the former Kent
coalfield.

Throughout the sub-region economic success
will be required to support the housing
quantities proposed, but particularly at
Deal, Dover, Faversham, Folkestone and
Hythe, Herne Bay and Whitstable and
Thanet.

The sub-region should build on the distinct
economic roles of each area:

i Ashford, with high-speed rail links to
European capitals, should develop as  

an office, research and business node,
providing market growth for the sub-
region as a whole, and opportunity for
large investments that need an
expanding workforce

ii The coastal towns are of major strategic
importance for international gateways,
research and manufacturing. These
functions should be developed and the
economy of each town diversified and
enlarged

iii Canterbury has a higher education cluster
and international historic importance
which should be supported. It should
develop links between university research
and business and continue as a
commercial and cultural centre.

The accessibility to and within the sub-
region should be improved to allow each
area and its functions to more readily
benefit the whole of the sub-region.

Urban Renaissance of the Coastal Towns

2.16 Urban renaissance is ultimately about the
quality of life for all who live in the coastal
towns.This means that deprivation and
ÔexclusionÕ must be tackled. Improved
education, skills and housing are essential
to the renaissance, which will build on the
particular potential of each area.

2.17 All the coastal areas require greater
economic diversity and better access to
London and beyond.Thanet is a major
urban area that requires a much larger
economic base. Dover, Folkestone and
Hythe are major urban areas that require
stronger business and community services.
Channel Tunnel Rail Link (CTRL) domestic
services, and investment in the
infrastructure through and beyond Kent,
are vital to achieving this.

2.18 The smaller historic towns at the coast of
Deal, Faversham, Herne Bay and Whitstable
have strong urban character. They are
attractive locations that need more local
employment, but they will not achieve this
unless public transport links and local
services are maintained and improved.
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Employment Locations 

2.24 There is also a need to attract and retain
higher Ôadded valueÕ professional, technical
and service jobs, and high quality proposals
for intensifying or expanding the
technology and knowledge sectors should
be supported at established and suitable
new locations:

i The Greater Ashford Development
Framework has quantified the
employment-generating development
needed over the next 30 years, but
additional provision may be required
to ensure that Ashford does not
depend on long distance commuting

ii Similarly, the concentration of new
housing at Dover may require
additional employment locations

iii In the Canterbury area and in
Shepway the employment
development now identified in Local
Plans is enough to meet needs for at
least the first 10 years of the South
East Plan

iv In Thanet, the amount of existing
employment land, the new
Westwood centre, the potential
growth in aviation, and the proximity
of major employment at Sandwich,
mean major new employment
locations are not needed

v At Faversham, planning policies are
to diversify the townÕs economy
through smaller scale projects for
which some land has been identified.

2.25 Some major sites in East Kent and Ashford
have been slow to develop. Much of the
recent business investment has been by
established firms and employment increase
has been in activities that are not located
on major business sites. There is therefore
a need to consider not only land primarily
for business use, but provide more widely
for new employment locations.

2.26 Concentrations of small businesses and
workshops at the core of the urban areas,
plus education and other services, can
create important locations for new
employment particularly at coastal towns

with low costs and high quality
environments.Town centres are important
concentrations of retail, business services,
finance and leisure and many have the
capacity to increase the number of jobs on
offer. Ashford and Canterbury provide
services for wide catchments and each is
identified as a regional hub.There is also
potential in East Kent for a mixed rural
economy close to the urban centres.

2.27 In the light of this assessment Policy EKA7
sets out the employment locations at
which provision should be made by Local
Development Frameworks.

POLICY EKA7:
EMPLOYMENT LOCATIONS 

Local Development Frameworks should
confirm the broad scale of new business and
related developments already identified and
give priority to completion of major
employment sites at the following locations:

i Ashford, in accordance with the Greater
Ashford Development Framework

ii Canterbury City, linked to the University
of Kent, and at Herne Bay/Whitstable 

iii Dover, Richborough and the former
coalfield 

iv Folkestone-Hythe

v Thanet.

New employment locations will be provided
if required to keep employment and housing
growth in balance at:

i Ashford 

ii Dover.

High quality proposals for intensifying or
expanding the technology, knowledge and
scientific sectors will be supported at
established and suitable new locations,
unless there are overriding environmental
impacts which cannot be adequately dealt
with. These locations include:

i Canterbury – at a new site linked to 
the university

ii Dover – at Pfizer and nearby at
Richborough
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be addressed including noise and air
quality. Large land reserves are available
within and adjacent to the airport for
ancillary uses and related activity.
Considerable investment will be required
in surface access if the envisaged level of
growth is to be realised.

POLICY EKA5:
THE GATEWAY ROLE

The policy is to encourage a choice of
transport modes and adequate capacity on
the cross Channel routes:

i Appropriate development of the Port of
Dover will be supported to enable
growth of freight and passenger traffic.
Any such development outside the
existing harbour will be subject to the
reinstatement of the rail link to the
Western Docks to enable a significant
proportion of freight to reach the port
by rail

ii At the Port of Ramsgate proposals
should assist the growth of port trade
and not compromise its role as a major
port

iii Improvements to the capacity of the
existing Channel Tunnel and to the
loading gauge and capacity of the
Channel Tunnel rail routes will be
supported.

In the event of a second fixed cross Channel
link being proposed it will be considered on
the basis of the economic, transport, social
and environmental impacts. Such a proposal
should be designed to increase the share of
traffic carried by rail.

Criteria for New Provision of New
Employment Land 

2.22 The existing strategic sites for new
business uses provide a major opportunity
for inward investment to the Ashford
Growth Area and the coastal regeneration
areas.The scale of new development
currently planned is as follows:

Business floorspace committed 
(square metres: 2004)

Ashford 572,000(1)

Canterbury 261,000

Dover 469,000

Shepway 236,000

Thanet 310,000

East Kent & Ashford 1,848,000

Data is for whole districts
(1) Greater Ashford Development Framework
provides 490,000 m2

2.23 The amount of employment land provided
in East Kent should be generous where
growth is concentrated and where the
local economy is most urgently in need of
regeneration. These quantities are the
minimum to be provided by Local
Development Frameworks. If the existing
sites fail to provide readily available land
for a variety of business types, provision
for alternative use should be made and
new land allocated. The criteria for the
provision of new employment land are as
follows:

POLICY EKA6:
CRITERIA FOR NEW PROVISION OF NEW
EMPLOYMENT LAND

Land and premises for business and other
employment uses will be provided for each
urban area on a scale sufficient to match
the growth in housing and labour supply
and reduce the need to travel long
distances for work.

Provision will be made for the introduction
of new office, manufacturing and service
functions, including higher value activity to
address current under performance.

A range of readily available sites and
premises will be provided to meet the
needs of new business start-ups, growing
businesses and inward investors.
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environments (natural and built), the
development and management of public
access, recreation and tourism potential,
and identification and management of
development and commercial opportunities.
This will be within the context of flood
protection management and coastal defence
measures contained in Catchment
Management Plans, Shoreline Management
Plans and Coastal Defence Strategies.

A particular focus will be given to the
catchment of the Lower Stour for the
extension and creation of wetland and other
habitats, and for improved access for
visitors.

Strategic Infrastructure

2.30 Investment in transport to improve access
to the sub-region and enable the
development of major sites is given a high
priority.This includes the CTRL domestic
service and new public transport and
highway networks at Ashford to support
the Growth Area. Improved access and
management to Dover will allow
management of international traffic,
reducing congestion within the town, and
support allocated sites to the north of the
town. Improvement of the A2 junctions at
Canterbury will assist the economic
contribution of the city to be realised and
reduce pressure on this World Heritage
site.

2.31 Particular importance is attached to the
improvement of skills and qualifications to
underpin the competitiveness of the
economy. Specific projects of sub-regional
significance are the future expansion of
higher education at Canterbury, the
Thanet campus, a new arts campus at
Folkestone, the Ashford Learning Campus
and the expansion of further education
colleges planned by the Learning and Skills
Council. New academies will replace less
successful secondary schools in Thanet
and Folkestone.

2.32 The ability to transfer water across Kent
means that water supply must be looked
at in a wider context than East Kent and
Ashford alone.The water companies and
the Environment Agency accept that the
capacity of the Bewl reservoir must be
increased and that new water supplies will
be needed, such as the suggested reservoir
at Broad Oak near Canterbury. It is critical
that commitment is made in good time for
the necessary investment in water supply
if housing development levels are to be
met.

2.33 The general district hospitals at Ashford,
Canterbury and Thanet will not be able to
provide all specialised services and will
individually serve a wider catchment for
some services. Consequently, in terms of
access to health services there will be
reducing importance in concentrating new
development in the areas with large
hospitals.

POLICY EKA10:
INFRASTRUCTURE

The planning authorities will ensure that
the infrastructure needed to support
development in the sub-region is identified
during the refinement of the strategy for
the sub-region for inclusion in the Sub-
regional Investment Framework (see
Implementation Plan). As part of this work
the issues of phasing of development in
relationship to the provision of
infrastructure will be addressed. Detailed
proposals for the timely implementation of
the infrastructure required to support
further growth will be developed.
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iii Ashford – at the Wye Campus of
Imperial College London.

Town centres and inner urban areas will be
given greater emphasis as locations for
regeneration and employment growth in
services and cultural activity. Ashford and
Canterbury are identified as Regional Hubs.

Canterbury is identified as a major location
for the expansion of higher and further
education, and Ashford, Folkestone and
Dover as locations for new investment in
higher or further education.

Locational Criteria for Sub-regionally
Significant Development

2.28 Locations served by CTRL domestic
services will have increased attraction for
commercial and residential development,
but particularly at Ashford.The sub-region
also has a number of very important
economic assets that have implications
beyond their immediate sites for linkages
with other businesses and institutions and
for labour and service catchments.These
are the economic engine of the sub-region
and must be recognised in planning for the
future pattern of development.

POLICY EKA8:
LOCATIONAL CRITERIA FOR SUB-
REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT

The criteria for the location of major
development are:

i To achieve a broad balance between
housing and jobs at each urban area

ii To exploit the potential for housing and
business at locations served by the CTRL
domestic services, especially at Ashford

iii To support the major economic assets
such as the Port of Dover, Kent
International Airport, the pharmaceutical
industry at Sandwich/Richborough and
the universities at Canterbury with a
suitable range and location of housing
development and transport
infrastructure.

iv To locate services such as higher
education at locations accessible to their
catchment by a choice of transport 

v To take account of access to health and
education services in the location of
residential development

vi To develop previously developed land
before greenfield sites, except when
there are clear planning advantages from
early development of an urban extension
or new community

vii To locate development where a choice of
transport exists or will be provided.

Integrated Coastal Management and the 
Natural Park

2.29 The coastal zone is exceptional for the
variety of both its landscape and the
potential pressures from industrial,
transport and leisure activity. It has strong
landscape and environmental elements
which taken together need co-ordinated
management and promotion.A pilot project
for Òintegrated coastal managementÓ is
proposed to pursue 
co-ordination and commitment by local
authorities and other organisations.The
lower catchment of the River Stour
between Deal, Sandwich and south
Ramsgate and parts of the former Wantsum
Channel include protected wetland and
other habitats that are fragmented.There is
potential in this area to:

i create new natural habitats as
alternatives to agriculture on
marginal land

ii improve visitor facilities and access

iii create a tourist attraction.

POLICY EKA9:
INTEGRATED COASTAL MANAGEMENT 
AND NATURAL PARK

The development, management and use of
the coastal zone will be co-ordinated
though a joint policy framework. This will
include the conservation and enhancement
of the most valuable habitats and 
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POLICY 1:
SCALE OF GROWTH

The Ashford Growth Area should seek to
deliver the following levels of housing
provision and jobs over the period 2001-
2016:

2001-2011 2011-2016

Housing – of which  7,900 5,200
up to 30% should be 
affordable 

Jobs 5,900 4,400

To achieve the longer-term potential growth
in the area which, subject to testing
through the RPG process, is envisaged in the
Communities Plan, active pre-planning is
necessary, to achieve capacity increases in
strategic infrastructure, particularly in
respect of water supply, waste water
treatment, health and education facilities
and sustainable transport.

POLICY 2:
SPATIAL FRAMEWORK

New development in the growth area will be
delivered through urban intensification and
the development of new sustainable urban
extensions integrated with the provision of
new and enhanced bus-based public
transport and interchanges. Broad areas of
search for new development are identified
in Map 2.11.

At present there is sufficient planned
employment land supply to meet forecast
demand to 2016. Both quantitative and
qualitative aspects of supply and demand
for employment land should be kept under
review in the Local Development Framework 

process, in order to encourage job growth
to move forward in tandem with housing
development.

To support sustainable growth, the provision
of infrastructure should take place in
parallel with development. Key transport
improvements that are likely to be required
by 2016 (subject to further detailed
appraisal and statutory procedures) are:

i Improvements of Junction 10 of M20 and
additional Junction 10a 

ii Frequent domestic services on the new
CTRL, with links to East Kent

iii Improvements to the Ashford-Hastings
railway line

iv A south Ashford rail station

v Co-ordinated bus route planning with
new and existing development

vi A new central bus interchange

vii Park and ride facilities

viii Facilities and measures to support
cycling and walking after 2016

ix A south Ashford orbital road linking the
A28 to the A2070.

Further work is required to examine the
linkages between infrastructure provision
and development and these linkages need to
be investigated to inform the identification
of priorities and the timing and sequencing
of growth.

POLICY 3:
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

The growth envisaged at Ashford should
deliver an enhanced quality of life following
the principles of sustainable development.
This will necessitate the phased and 

The South East Plan275

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 E
3

Note:The following is reproduced from Regional Planning Guidance for the South East (RPG9), Chapter 12
Ð Ashford Growth Area.These policies are incorporated unchanged into the South East Plan.
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EKA1 – 
Amount and Distribution 
of Housing

Local Development
Documents
Housing Strategies

Unitary and District Councils
Social registered landlords

Regional Assembly
County Council

EKA2 – 
Affordable Housing

Local Development
Documents
Housing Strategies

Unitary and District Councils
Social registered landlords

Regional Housing Board

IMPLEMENTATION AND DELIVERY

Policy Delivery Mechanisms Lead Roles Support Roles

EKA3 – 
Core Economic Strategy

Local Development
Frameworks
Planning decisions
Local Transport Plans

Central Government
Regional Assembly 
SEEDA
Unitary and District Councils
County Council 

Regional Assembly
Local Strategic Partnerships

EKA4 – 
Urban Renaissance of the
Coastal Towns

Local Development
Frameworks
Local Transport Plans
Planning decisions 
Area Investment Frameworks

Private sector
Unitary and district councils
County Council 
Local Strategic Partnerships

SEEDA
Central Government
Universities
Kent and Medway Economic
Board

EKA5 –  
The Gateway Role

National priorities 
Local Transport Plans
Local Development
Documents

Central Government
Unitary and district councils
County Council
Transport operators and
infrastructure providers

Regional Assembly
SEEDA

EKA6 –
Criteria for New Provision
of New Employment Land 

Local Development
Documents
Planning decisions
Local Transport Plans
Regional Economic Strategy

Unitary and district councils
County Council
SEEDA

Regional Assembly

EKA7 –
Employment Locations

Local Development
Documents
Planning decisions
Local Transport Plans
Regional Economic Strategy

Unitary and district councils
County Council
SEEDA

Regional Assembly

EKA8 – 
Location criteria for sub-
regionally significant
development

Local Development
Documents
Planning decisions
Local Transport Plans

Unitary and district councils
County Council
Education and Health
Authorities

SEEDA
Regional Assembly

EKA9 –  
Integrated Coastal
Management and 
Natural Park

Pilot Project - Partnership
working
Local Development
Frameworks
Catchment Area 
Management Plans, Shoreline
Management Plans, Coastal
Defence Strategies

Unitary and district councils
County Council
Environment Agency
English Nature
Voluntary sector 

Tourism South East

EKA 10 – 
Infrastructure

Local Transport Plans
Education and training
providersÕ business plans 
UtilitiesÕ business plans 
Public sector funding for
services
Local Development
Frameworks
Planning decisions
Developer contributions
Area Investment Frameworks

Unitary and district councils
County Council
Universities and education
providers
Kent and Medway Learning
and Skills Council
Utilities providers and
regulators
Housing associations
Strategic Health Authority
Highway Agency
Network Rail/DfT Rail 
Bus companies

Central Government
Environment Agency 
Local Strategic Partnerships
SEEDA
Regional Assembly

SECTION E3

Ashford Ð Policies

FOOTNOTES
1 For map see RPG9 chapter 12 – Ashford Growth Area.



co-ordinated provision of quality
community, economic, environmental and
social infrastructure. This shall include the
following:

i Affordable housing – significant increase
in provision, mix and choice

ii Urban renaissance – major improvements
to the town centre and the public
realm, linked to substantial additional
provision of well-managed public open
spaces 

iii Employment – creation of a range of
suitable business space to help promote
economic growth 

iv Water-related – the provision of
reinforcements to water supply in
parallel with demand management
measures, and water treatment capacity 

v Drainage – the strategic planning of
surface water drainage management to
minimise flood risk 

vi Social – the timely provision of
additional local educational, health and
community facilities

vii Resource efficiency – more efficient use
of resources, particularly energy, waste
and water 

viii Design quality – a step change in
sustainable design, construction and
innovation, including use of the SEEDA
Sustainability Checklist

ix Urban fringe – positive management of
the area around Ashford for recreation
and biodiversity.

POLICY 4:
EFFECTIVE DELIVERY

Delivery partners should make a firm
commitment to the Delivery Board, the
local delivery vehicle, whose structure
should be kept under review as growth
progresses. The dedicated Delivery Team
should be maintained, reporting to the
Board. Delivery partners should investigate
private and public sources of funding and
work together to find a mechanism to
forward fund strategic infrastructure.
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