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Starting Work on the South East Plan
  
  
Regional Transport Strategy, Regional Economic Strategy 
and the draft Integrated Regional Strategy covering 
sustainable development. 

Over the next year, the Assembly’s top priority will be 
the preparation of an important new document called 
the South East Plan.  The South East Plan will set out 
how we can make best use of space and resources in 
the South East to ensure the region continues to be 
economically successful and an attractive place to live.  
It will cover the period to 2026. 

 
The Assembly is taking the opportunity to work on the 
South East Plan now, so that it can also incorporate this 
new approach to planning into current work to revise 
RPG9.  
 In preparing the Plan we will consult extensively, 

involving Assembly members, local authorities, 
community groups, business representatives, regional 
agencies and the voluntary sector to make sure we 
gather views from all sections in the South East. 

The South East Plan aims to provide a coherent and 
consistent framework for improving the region through to 
2026, setting policy priorities and targets, and advising on 
successful implementation of key policies. 
  
Timetable for preparing the Plan Throughout preparation of the Plan we will keep you 

informed about our progress and consultation 
opportunities via regular editions of this newsletter.  
You can also visit the Assembly’s website for updates 
(www.southeast-ra.gov.uk).  

To date the Assembly has focused on gaining 
agreement on how to manage preparation of the Plan 
by: 
• Developing a project plan that sets out the main 

issues to be addressed and the preparation process 
(available for download from the Assembly 
website, www.southeast-ra.gov.uk). 

 
What is the South East Plan? 
Once the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
becomes law later this year, the Assembly − along with 
the other seven regional planning bodies in England − 
will be responsible for producing a regional spatial 
strategy for its area.  The South East Plan is the name 
we have chosen for the regional spatial strategy for the 
South East. 

• Working with partner organisations, including local 
authorities, economic partnerships and key 
stakeholders to develop an extensive programme 
of research and new studies to provide accurate 
data that will inform debates and discussions on 
the Plan. 

• Establishing a communications strategy setting out 
how the Assembly will involve members, 
stakeholders and other interested groups. 

 
The South East Plan will be a wide-ranging, strategic 
planning document. It will be a statutory document, 
replacing current planning guidance (RPG9) and, in due 
course, county structure plans. Its remit will be wider 
than RPG9, covering issues such as health and 
education as well as traditional planning issues such as 
housing, transport and waste management. A clear 
priority for the Assembly is to ensure that the new 
South East Plan is not developed in isolation, but takes 
account of existing policies and priorities including the 

 
The next steps in the preparation process are: 

         

• Options – The Assembly is currently using data 
gathered from its research and studies to develop a 
set of options and choices for change in the region 
over the next 20 years. 
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• Spring debates – In April and May 2004 the 
Assembly will hold more than 20 consultation 
workshops throughout the region, giving 
stakeholders the opportunity to debate the various 
options at regional and sub-regional level. 

• Opinion surveys – Opinion polls will gather 
public views on various aspects of the Plan.  The 
Assembly has commissioned independent polls 
from MORI at three stages of Plan preparation. 

• Consultation draft – Feedback from the spring 
debates and polls will be used to develop a 
consultation draft of the South East Plan by January 
2005. Consultation will last at least 12 weeks. 

• Revised Plan – Consultation responses will 
inform production of a revised Plan to be 
submitted to Government in summer 2005. The 
Government will then hold a public examination of 
the Plan. 

 
Research and study programme 
New research is being undertaken to make sure the South 
East Plan is based on the latest available data. Major 
research topics include:  
• Housing need in the South East; 
• London commuting; 
• Movement of waste; 
• Potential job growth; 
• Transport investment priorities; 
• Flooding and water supply. 
 
In addition, the Assembly and its partners have identified 
ten sub-regional study areas in the South East where there 
may be a need to address particular needs. These are: 
• Eastern Dorset, South Hampshire and Isle of Wight; 
• London to Brighton; 
• Sussex Coastal towns; 
• Ashford and East Kent 
• Thames Gateway and its links with the Medway Valley 

and Maidstone; 
• London Fringe; 
• Western Corridor; 
• Blackwater Valley; 
• Central Oxfordshire; 
• Milton Keynes and South Midlands. 
 
These studies will draw extensively on earlier work, 
particularly structure plan reviews, community strategies 
and local plans/local development documents. Following  
 

 
completion of the studies, the Assembly will decide, in 
consultation with its members and partners, whether the 
sub-regional issues identified require distinct proposals 
and policies in the South East Plan.   
 
The Assembly is also arranging a series of member and 
stakeholder workshops on future thinking. Jointly 
organised with the charity, Forum for the Future, the 
workshops will help members and stakeholders consider 
the potential for changes in lifestyle, economic patterns 
and technology in the 20-year lifespan of the Plan. 
 
The wider planning context 
The South East Plan will also need to take account of a 
number of current Government initiatives and studies, 
including:  
• The Sustainable Communities Plan. 
• Full results of the 2001 Census – data only now 

starting to become available will give the Assembly a 
better idea of commuting patterns in the South East. 

• The Barker Review of housing provision and the Egan 
Review of the planning system, expected in spring 
2004. 

• The Airports White Paper – the impact of an 
additional runway at Heathrow or Gatwick. 

 
How to become involved 
• Up to date information about the South East Plan is 

available on the Assembly’s website (www.southeast-
ra.gov.uk). 

• Further details about the stakeholder events 
programme is available on the Assembly website.  

• All key discussion documents for the stakeholder 
events will be published on our website. Please study 
them and send us your comments. 

• Copies of the discussion documents will also be made 
available to groups wishing to hold their own debates. 

• Additional copies of this bulletin are available from 
the Assembly secretariat or can be downloaded from 
our website. 

• For further information, please contact the Assembly 
on 01483 555200 or email secretariat@southeast-
ra.gov.uk. 
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